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Are you getting 
ready to start taking 
HIV medicatons? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can’t be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


yaquestions, or would like more 
sit WWW.NIV.umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 
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Presented by 
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Financial IMPORTED VODKA 


Part of lavender’s 2011 


PIDE 


Enjoy the game in a special section of Target Field reserved ENTIRELY 
for Lavender’s OUT in the Stands! 


EVENT TICKETS ARE ONLY $35 
Purchase your tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 


YOUR TICKET INCLUDES: 
Reserved Seating © Great view of the game ° Post-game Party ° OUT in the Stands T-shirt 


ENTER TO WIN A CHANGE TO RAISE THE TWINS TERRITORY FLAG! 
Simply log on to LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride and you're one step closer to raising the pre-game flag at Target Field! 


LAVENDER MEDICA. Ameriprise © ROKK 
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We’ve added a mini health fair to our 24th annual AIDS Walk - 
including HIV testing in Minnehaha Park for the very first time. 
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We’ve also partnered with Rock the Cause to provide a 


full afternoon of celebrating a successful Walk. Join the 
Walk crowd at 11 a.m., and then stick around for a fun 
concert in the Pavillion at 12:30. It’s all ages and free! 


Check out the acts that will be performing this year: 
i Alison Scott From 
The Alarmists «Falling 
S2 ef WILK > Oe all GLR 


Schedule for the Day 
9:00 a.m. Run for the Ribbon 
10:00 a.m. Opening Ceremonies 
11:00 a.m. 24th Annual Minnesota AIDS Walk 
12:30 p.m. Post-Walk Celebration Concert 
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The perfect mortgage from (S 
will make you feel right at home. 


U.S. Bank Home Mortgage is committed to providing you with a mortgage loan . 

that is right for you. We take the time and care to guide you through the mortgage All of [5 serving youe 
process, so you can trust you’re making the right move. Put the strength of one 

of America’s leading home mortgage lenders to work for you. Because there’s no 


place like U.S. Bank. us ban k 
® 


usbank.com | 888-831-7524 


oum, Mortgage loans subject to credit approval. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Mortgage loans offered through U.S. Bank National Association. ©2011 U.S. Bancorp. 
LENDER All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
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In the article “Wilde Roast Café Will Move 
to Riverplace,” Lavender, April 21, the 
new address is 65 Main Street Southeast, 
Minneapolis. 
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Nathan Johnson at 2010 Pine City Pride Festivel. 
Photo by Paul Wilkens 
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OUR LAVENDER DIGITAL EDITION AT 
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CATEGORY/CONTESTS-AND-PROMOTIONS/ 
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s% WandaWisdom.com 
THE ORIGINAL PODCASTING DRAG QUEEN 


Fall on Your Knees! 

It's time for spring color, 
and nothing is more 
colorful than a drag queen 
in a basement with a big 
mouth and a microphone! 
Tune in to Wanda's 
podcast for all sorts of 
random silliness! Simply 
click on over to http:// 
wandawisdom.com! 


news| BigGayNews.com 

Het! YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 
Top Headlines 

v US Marines Get Trained on Accepting Gay Recruits 

v New Mexico School Bans Club Meetings After Gay Club Formed 
V Braves Pitching Coach Apologizes After Using Gay Slurs 
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and get great benefits such as a free refill 


Oa FOR ALL ps 
ra <q AUDITORIUM GUESTS 21+ on the same visit, select titles for $6, free vip 


upgrades monday - thursday, and more! 


f LIKE US ON FACEBOOK. 1625 west end boulevard • the shops at west end 
B FOLLOW US ON TWITTER. ( 612 ) 568 .0375 * showplaceicon.com 


ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


(612) 305-4360 ° www.jeffdeaniaw.com 


e Has won multiple criminal sexual conduct dismissals 


. His winning record 
e Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI 


has made 
e Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Jeff Dean a name 
Indecent Exposure, Drug Charges, Theft Charges, 
Internet Solicitation, Pornography Charges you can trust. 


e Dismissals and Acquittal in Crosby Park Sex Sting 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
JP INSURANCE D 


QUAL HOUSING 


INSURER American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof® 


Vincent the cat spotted 
Catherine and Kerry at the 
Animal Humane Society and 
they’ve been together ever since. 


Buffalo * Coon Rapids * Golden Va 


"Gay owned and operated” 


FIRST EQUITY ©& jun FHA, vA approved 
MORTGAGE 


David Lozinski, Sr. Loan Officer 
david@femort.com 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 


a 
Amy > & 


Kay T. Johnson À r 952.697.3525 Office 
651.492.1044 © 612.8098 Sa) 612.868.6968 Cell 


NoPlaceLikeHome.info | www.femort.com 


Q 
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VA Vi E PE ADAN 


MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 


EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 
952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 


Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 
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SPECS 


APPEAL 


e Thin Lens 
Specialists 


e Frames and 
Lenses 


e Eye Exams 


e Treatment and 
Management of 
Ocular Disease 


e Dr. James Buchli 
on Staff 


e One-Day 
Emergency 
Service 


$50 OFF ANY 
COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES WITH THIS AD 


844 GRAND AVENUE e (651) 291-5150 
ST PAUL o (JUST EAST OF VICTORIA) 
M-F 10AM-6PM SAT. 10AM-3PM 


, eetodlol 
sear ony one 


Let us help you put more 


SPRING in your do! 


www.e42salon.com 


street salon 
612 729 4415 


4805 Nicollet Ave S MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 


BECKY A. MOSHIER 


In my 21st year of service to our community. 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


www.beckymoshier.com 


Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don’t have to. We have been preparing all types of 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
Product sales. 
KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


COMPLETE HAIR RESTORATION 


Non-Surgical & Neograft Procedures 


e Customized Treatment Program 
e Unique Hair Restoration Technique 
e Your Own Real Hair 


Also Specializing in Medical Skincare 
e Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

e Botox 

e Chemical Peels 


ANEW 


MEDICAL CENTER 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center 
120 6th Street South #17. 
Minneapolis, Mint 
(61 
www. anewmedic 
DOWNTOWN LOCATION SKYWAY CONNECTED 
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| AWORD IN EDGEWISE | by E.B. Boatner 


Reach Out and Touch Someone 


TYLER CLEMENTYT’S ROOMMATE, Dharu Ravi, whose webcam 
intrusion into Clementi’s private life precipitated his suicide, recently 
was indicted by a grand jury on 15 counts, including a hate crime, 
which carries five to ten years in prison. 

I also read that Justine Williams, a 14-year-old cancer survivor, 
had been receiving threats online from an anonymous tormentor 
who turned out to be her best friend. 

Often, the perpetrator—the article on Williams scrupulously avoid- 
ed any word indicating gender—Skyped with her, while sadistically 
watching her reactions to the threats typed through a different source. 

Hate, sex, race, religion—nearly anything—may be a factor in 
bullying, but in my opinion, the biggest motivator for this kind of 
potentially-lethal activity is power. 

Ravi may or may not have hated gays, but he certainly knew his 
victim’s most vulnerable spot, and exploited it. Clementi, a shy young 
man and talented musician, was out to his parents, but having his 
intimate life made public fodder for his classmates and the rest of the 
world was unbearable. 

These days, one is not supposed to use the “N” word in compari- 


sons—and by “N,” I mean “Nazi,” not the other—but, scale aside, I 
believe the comparison is valid. 

Both then and now, a mechanism in place allows predators tre- 
mendous, unlimited power over their chosen victim—the ability to 
inflict damage with no consequences or personal responsibility for 
the resulting physical and emotional wreckage. 

The possession of power, the ability of affecting another’s life in a 
God-like, unrestrained way, seems to act as an aphrodisiac today as in 
the past, creating a legion of sociopaths—which I define as individu- 
als incapable of seeing other people as human beings, but only as 
pawns in a game in which these abhorrent persons make the rules. 

Perhaps greater than whatever part hate played in these two ex- 
amples, the indifference of the perpetrators to the feelings of their 
victims, along with their absence of empathy and their inability to 
put themselves in another’s place, are indicative of a frightening and 
growing Internet trend. 

As the “reach-out-and-touch-someone-with-impunity” model re- 
places the “don’t-do-to-others-what-you-would-not-have-done-to-your- 
self” ethic, more such cases will continue. O 


© 2010 C.B. Fleet Company, Inc. 


KEEP IT CLEAN. NATURALLY. 


INTRODUCING FLEET® NATURALS CLEANSING ENEMAS. 
Gentle enough for daily use, now you can feel clean 
and fresh—without the drugs found in laxative enemas. 


Drug Free | Safe For Daily Use | Hygienic 
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\) ‘Rebecca Heltzer 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, 
Probate, Business, Civil Litigation, Domestic 
Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, 
and Mediation. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul ° (651) 330-8508 


www.heltzerhoughtaling.com 


| BITS AND PIECES | by Wanda Wisdom 


Peep Show 


DON’T YOU JUST hate it when you're planning a birthday party, 
only to find out someone has gone behind your back, and scheduled 
something the very same weekend? 

This puts your guests in the position of having to choose which 
party to go to, or forces them to try to squeeze everything into their 
schedule. It’s a hostess’s worst nightmare—that, and running out of 
meatballs. 

Well, it happened to me this year—and not just once. In fact, three 
different people tried to steal my birthday-weekend thunder. 

Just who were these insensitive frivolity-snatchers, you ask? Je- 
sus; the Easter Bunny; and my friend, Brian. 

In their defense, Jesus and the Easter Bunny have done this only 
one other time in my 36 years on the planet. 

Brian graciously offered to let me reschedule my party...friends, you 
know. Then, we realized any overlapping friends could do both parties 
relatively easily, without offending either of us gracious hostesses. 

As for Jesus and the Easter Bunny, I decided to incorporate them 


into the theme of the party—actually, just the Easter Bunny. A can- 
dy-carrying bunny is way easier to riff off of than the Messiah—and 
less offensive. 

To that end, I made the party’s theme one of my favorite Easter 
candies: the beloved Peep. The party was covered in those squishy, 
neon-colored little guys. 

My talented cake-making friend, Susan, even created a giant 
Peep-shaped cake. We had a Peep art contest, with people making 
all sorts of Peeptacular edible arts and crafts, including Peep smores, 
Peep hats, and even Peep sushi. 

The hands-down winner of the night (other than Susan’s cake) 
was an amazing portrait of yours truly made entirely out of Peeps by 
my good friend, Andy. Have you ever seen a drag queen crafted out of 
nothing but Peeps? I think not. Andy’s a real Peepcasso. 

In addition to all the fabulous Peeps and peeps that made the night 
special, the party proved beyond a doubt that old adage: If you can’t 
beat ’em, Peep ’em. O 


Pride Talent 


ACQUISITION 


Information Technology & Professional Staffing 


www.pridetalentacg.com 
612-234-1782 


A certified LGBT Business Enterprise £ 
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KEEP IT CLEAN. NATURALLY. 


INTRODUCING FLEET® NATURALS CLEANSING ENEMAS. 
Gentle enough for daily use, now you can feel clean 
and fresh—without the drugs found in laxative enemas. 


Drug Free | Safe For Daily Use | Hygienic 
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Give your teeth 
some love... 
GRAND AVENUE 


ITDENTAL: 
www.paulambledds.com 


651 291.9667 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


we 
moved! 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 


INTEGRITY EXPERIENCE RESURS 
JERRY A. BURG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. e Minneapolis ° (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHT 


by George Holdgrafer 


HAPPY 42ND 
BIRTHDAY, GLBT 
MINNESOTA! 


MAY 18 MARKS the 42th anniversary of 
the founding of Fight Repression of Erot- 
ic Expression (FREE), Minnesota’s first 
gay organization. Courageous young 
activists, Koreen Phelps was 20 and Ste- 
phen Ihrig was 21 when they established 
FREE. Phelps passed away in 2007. Ih- 
rig at last report lived in New York City, 
where he moved in the early 1970s. 

Many are under the misconception 
that the Stonewall Riot in New York City 
on June 28, 1969, took place, and then, 
presto, organizing followed in other 
parts of the country, inspired by that 
event. Note, however, that FREE was 
founded nearly six weeks before Stone- 
wall, a credit to the moxie of Minnesota 
gay activists. O 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji 
Special Needs Financial Planner, CFP®, ChFC®, CASL™ 
Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 

| wwwFinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126. 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, NY, NY OD 
10166. Financial Planning offered through a 
MetLife Securities, Inc., a registered investment oe 
adviser. 0510107371 [exp0511] [MN] 2 


For the if in life.® MetLife 


INDEPENDENT PREK-12 CO-EDUCATIONAL COLLEGE PREP 


| 


SAFE. 
RESPECTFUL. 
FAMILY-CENTERE 
VIBRANT. 


Presentedby MEDICA. Ameriprise a) 


Financial 


FARGO 


With you when 


you ve banking on aach othev 


© Personal Financial Review You’ve found one another and 
youre ready to take the next big step — sharing expenses. Talk to 
someone who can help you navigate the maze of your personal 
finances and help you take control of your financial situation. 
Wells Fargo has a wide range of accounts and services including 
flexible checking and savings accounts, investments, and loans, 
and we'll work with you to create a financial 
strategy that works for you both. Speak with a 
Wells Fargo banker today, and take your next 


2011 | for LGBT Equality 
100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX big step with confidence. 


wellsfargo.com Together we'll go far 


© 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (497706_01717) 
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GLIMPSES siose 


All God's Children MCC After St. Patty's Day 


Bingo Benefits Church 

On March 19, After St. Patty’s Day Bingo took place at All God’s Children 
Metropolitan Community Church in Minneapolis, preceded by a corned beef 
and cabbage dinner. The quarterly event raises money for the church, with 
the next one happening June 25-26 at the Twin Cities Pride Festival. 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


The Aliveness Project Positive Impact Capital 
Campaign Holds Fundraiser 


A fundraiser Tor The Aliveness Project Positive Impact Capital Campaign 
took place at Joe’s Garage in Minneapolis on March 23. The $2.25 million 
campaign is raising money to pay for purchase and renovation of the 
organization’s future home at 3808 Nicollet Avenue in South Minneapolis, 
just a few blocks from its current building. 


The Aliveness Project Positive Impact Campaign Cochairs Karl Cambronne (left) and 
Minneapolis Council Member Elizabeth Glidden. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Bright and Matusevich Host Project 515 


Spring Fundraiser 

= On March 30, Jason Bright and Alex Matusevich hosted the Project 515 
Spring Fundraiser at their home in Minneapolis. Launched in 2007, the 
organization is a 501(c)(4) focused initiative with a specific, achievable 
goal: to ensure that same-sex couples and their families have equal rights 
and considerations under Minnesota law. 


(From left) Jason Bright, Project 515 Executive Director Ann Kaner-Roth, and Alex Matusevich. 
Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Minnesota Lynx Select Moore and Harris 

The Minnesota Lynx recently selected Maya Moore and Amber Harris. 
Moore, a forward, had a storied career at the University of Connecticut. 
Harris played for Xavier University in Ohio. The Lynx hit the court for the first 
time this year in a preseason game on May 24, with the regular season 
opening on June 5. 


Maya Moore (left) and Amber Harris. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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STARRINGIHEONEANDIONIMI BIT CHIFLOWERS 


Segre ena 


Entertainment by Harley Wood & Far From Falling 
and DJ Shiek 


The most spectacular location to party and view the GLBT Pride Parade 
First-class brunch 
Complimentary gift bags 


Admission + Brunch: $25 in advance e $30 at the door 


Admission Only: $10 per person noc 


x 
A portion of ticket proceeds benefits The Aliveness Project Ni 
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Check out the Summer of Pride website for details on all the Á 
Summer of Pride™ events. 


LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 
LAVENDER MEDICA. Ameri i AY 
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COVER FEATURE | SUMMER TRAVEL | by E.B. Boatner 


JOURNEY WITH PRIDE 
IN THE REGION 


With gas prices soaring into the stratosphere, why not plan a 
few close-to-home trips this summer? A number of Pride events 
are an easy drive from the Twin Cities, so split the gas costs 
with a few friends, and venture forth! 


EAST CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA PRIDE 


Pine City 
June 5 


Photo by Paul Wilkens 


East Central Minnesota Pride, which 
launched on June 5, 2005, has been held ever 
since on the first Sunday in June in Pine City. 

According to Nate Johnson, author of 
Images of America: Pine City, who has been 
with Pine City Pride since its inception, says, 
“The event continues to grow. In its first 
year, it was predominantly a men’s gather- 
ing, but following events were opened up to 
all members of the GLBT community. 

“Over the past few years, there have been 


dozens of new vendors and several hundred 
people present. More and more, people are 
realizing the importance of Pride in Outstate 
Minnesota. In the big cities, there isn’t the 
isolation or the feeling of being second-class. 
Pride is the time that the GLBT people in 
these small towns can gather together, and, 
in doing so, feel included and respected.” 

Paul Wilkens, a member of the 11-year old 
East Central Men’s Circle discussion group 
for gay, bi, and questioning men, adds, “I feel 
that the value of Pride has a deeper impact in 
rural Minnesota than it has in bigger cities, 
because we're less tolerated. If one loses the 
meaning behind Pride, I’d encourage them 
to visit one of these rural Prides to under- 
stand their value.” 

Johnson notes, “Despite progress, some 
of the GLBT community is still afraid to 
come out, and perhaps be ‘outed’ at this 
event. However, the overwhelming view of 
the East Central Minnesota GLBT commu- 
nity is that the event brings added value to 
their rural living experience.” 

Many attending Twin Citians have ties 
with Pine City, as Johnson recalls: “Last 
year, I met a past graduate of Pine City High 
School who had relocated to the Twin Cities. 
He expressed he was delighted that gay life 
was beginning to take hold in Greater Min- 
nesota, where he once felt he could never be 
open.” 

For more information, search for “East 
Central Minnesota Pride” on Facebook. 


PRIDEFEST 


Milwaukee 
June 10-12 


Photo Courtesy of PrideFest 


Milwaukee PrideFest Communications 
Director Kate Sherry explains, “When 
PrideFest first began in 1987, it was much 
smaller, and low-key—more like a picnic— 
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Photo by David Byrd 


attracting hundreds of mostly local 
attendees. Now, we see more than 
30,000 people from all over the world 
come through the festival gates all 
weekend. And the fact that we are 
a three-day Pride festival, on perma- 
nent festival grounds, is a pretty big 
accomplishment.” 

Highlights? 

Sherry points out, “Outside of 
our amazing headliners? We have 
the volleyball tournament, as well 
as an expanded Health and Well- 
ness Area. And those who think our 
Pump! Dance Pavilion couldn’t get 
any better than last year are in for a 
big surprise. PrideFest Milwaukee is 
definitely one of the top Pride cele- 
brations in the nation, and becoming 
an LGBT travel destination. 

“We have hotel deals that include 
a weekend pass, and Amtrak is offer- 
ing a discount to get here. So, take 
the train, and spend all weekend 


celebrating with us. The shuttle will 
take you to and from our sponsor ho- 
tel, so you’re all set. Milwaukee is a 
great town, and PrideFest weekend 
is always one you will never forget.” 


For more information, visit 
<www.pridefest.com>. 


CAPITAL CITY 
PRIDE 


Des Moines 
June 10-13 


Capital City Pride is now in its 
third year. 

Festival President Justin DeVries 
relates, “Pride was a one-day event 
that was held at Simon Estes with 
6,000 people. We are currently a two- 
to three-day event with a four-block 
radius in Historic East Village. We 
had 15,000 people last year. There 
are usually some people from the 
Twin Cities that come down. We 


have had a great response from both 
the GLBT and non-GLBT communi- 
ties since I have been involved. 

“I am the most proud of the fact 
that we have grown our Pride so 
much in the last three years. We 
are finally getting Pride to where it 
should be in Des Moines. We still 
can get bigger, but from where we 
were at four years ago, we have re- 
ally grown, and people are really 
talking about it. Our entertainment 
for this year is The Village People.” 

A number of events are lined up, 
including the Third Annual Pride 
Volleyball Tournament at Sands 
(date to be determined) ; the Pride 
Scavenger Hunt (June 10); the Street 
Party (June 11); the Pancake Break- 
fast, Parade, and PrideFest (June 
12); and Gay Day at Adventureland 
(June 13). 

For more information, visit 
<www.capitalcitypride.org>. O 


REGIONAL PRIDE 
EVENTS 


Iowa 
Davenport 
June 4 

Cedar Rapids 
June 4 

Iowa City 
June 18 


Minnesota 
Twin Cities 
June 25-26 
Rochester 
July 15-18 
Duluth-Superior 
Sept. 1-4 
Mankato 
Sept. 9-10 
St. Cloud 
Sept. 23-25 


North Dakota 
Bismarck-Mandan 
July 21-24 
Fargo-Moorhead 
Aug. 11-14 


Wisconsin 
Madison 
Aug. 20-21 
La Crosse 
Aug. 27 
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NEWS | by Kaitlyn E. Walsh 


MINNESOTA AIDS 
WALK PREMIERES NEW 
ACTIVITIES 


WITH HIV-INFECTION RATES ON THE RISE, THE ANNUAL EVENT 


THOUSANDS WILL STROLL through 
Minnehaha Park in Minneapolis on May 15 
for the largest HIV/AIDS fundraiser in Min- 
nesota, the 24th-annual Minnesota AIDS 
Walk, organized by the Minnesota AIDS Proj- 
ect (MAP). 

The agency is hosting the event to garner 
financial support, with more than 5,000 walk- 
ers and runners expected to participate. HIV 
testing will premiere this year, along with a 
health fair and a concert. 

The Minnesota AIDS Walk is a day to 
raise cash for the cause, according to MAP 
Director of Development Robert Bitzan. 
Money taken in will go toward critical ser- 
vices to care for those at risk of or living with 
HIV/AIDS, as well as funding advocacy ef- 
forts and programs on preventing infection. 

Sponsored by ING, the walk will be a ven- 
ue to do outreach and educate Minnesotans, 
ultimately to stop HIV from spreading. 

As part of the health fair, HIV screenings 
will be available in RVs set up around the 
park. Staff and volunteers from Walgreens 
Corporate, AMC The Doctors (a clinic in 
Uptown Minneapolis), and Rainbow Health 
Initiative will help run it. 

Bitzan explained, “We are very excited 
about [the health fair]. We want to be able 
to keep HIV education and prevention in the 
forefront of people’s thoughts.” 

The Minnesota AIDS Walk, which began 
in 1988, remains important, as HIV infec- 
tions in Minnesota continue to rise. 

A spike of HIV infections among men in 
their early 20s took place in 2009, accord- 
ing to the Minnesota Department of Health 
(MDH), which Bitzan said illustrates how 


IS MORE CRUCIAL THAN EVER. 


2010 Minnesota AIDS Walk. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


vital prevention efforts remain. 

Bitzan noted, “We're still fighting this bat- 
tle. I would love nothing more than to pack 
up our tents, and go fight something else.” 

As this issue went to press, new MDH 
data on rates of HIV infections were to be 
released on April 26. Bitzan observed that 
if rates leveled off or decreased in the past 


year, it means prevention efforts 
are working. 

Bitzan mused that it is dif 
ficult to see young people in- 
fected with HIV, and to antici- 
pate challenges they will face in 
their life. He commented that it 
would be great if MAP and the 
walk could do something to stop 
that from happening to others. 

As Bitzan emphasized, 
“That’s why we are here. Every 
year.” 

MAP partnered with Rock 
the Cause to create an event 
that will be both informative 
and fun, while raising aware- 
ness that HIV is, as Bitzan puts 
it, “incredibly problematic in the 
Twin Cites LGBT community.” 

Rock the Cause will put on an 
all-ages concert to celebrate and 
have some fun after the walk. 
The lineup includes Not Like 
This, Alison Scott, The Alarm- 
ists, and Far From Falling, all 
Twin Cities-based artists. 

Bitzan remarked, “It’s going 
to be a fun afternoon. I just hope 
Mother Nature cooperates.” 

The day begins at 9 AM with a four-mile 
Run for the Ribbon. Representatives from 
the Positive Leaders Program, who are HIV- 
positive people involved with policy and ad- 
vocacy, will be featured in a ceremony after 
the run. The walk starts at 11 AM. 

For more information, visit <www.mnaid 
swalk.org>. O 
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CLOUTIER & BRAND L~»e.a. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


¢ Auto Accidents e Criminal Defense 

e Family/Divorce/Custody ° Domestic Partnerships 

e Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
¢ Wills & Trusts ¢ Bankruptcy 


JeamBrandl 
Rainbow Families Member 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 510, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


6 tow cities locations 
The Tile Shop 


files hop. com 


The Chuba Company Since 1972 


remodeling 
& renovation 


Minnesota License # 20628158 


roofing | siding | windows 
custom design build 


remodeling & renovation 


remodels, additions, custom renovations 
for a free estimate: 763.441.4488 


www.chubaco.com 
CX 4 
> Y 


A ~ 
yf XX 
A 
~N fh 


< 


granite i 
slate ; 
travertine ; 
glass ; 
metal ; 
ceramic i 
porcelain : 
tools & adhesives ; 

FREE DIY classes : 

EVERY SATURDAY 9:30am : 


m - f 7am to 9pm : 


sat 9am to 6pm : 


sun 11am to 5pm ; 
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(BIG GAY NEWS] by Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


US Majority Supports 
Same-Sex Marriage 
A new CNN/Opinion Research | 
Corporation poll shows that 
51 percent of Americans now 
believe same-sex marriage 
should be legalized with the 
same rights granted to hetero- 
sexuals. However, 47 percent 
said they think such marriages 
shouldn't be recognized. 


Gay Teens Less Likely To 
Attempt Suicide When in 
Supportive Communities 
According to Slate, a new 

study published in the journal 
Pediatrics finds gay and bisexual | 
teens are 25 percent less likely to i 
attempt suicide in socially-sup- i 
portive environments. The study, } 
which surveyed 32,000 Oregon _: 
high school students, found that 
supportive communities include 


a higher proportion of same-sex 
couples and Democrats. 


California Senate Passes Bill 
Mandating Gay History 

The Associated Press reports 
that the California Senate has 
approved a bill requiring the 
state’s public schools to include 
gay history in social studies les- 


sons. The legislation, which now i 


goes to the California Assembly, 
would allow local school dis- 
tricts to decide when and what 
to include in the lessons. 


Roommate Faces Hate-Crime 
Charges in Rutgers Case 
According to The New York 
Times, a New Jersey grand jury 
indicted 19-year-old Dharun Ravi 
on hate-crime charges for alleg- 
edly using a webcam to stream 
his college roommate having sex 


| also was charged with a cover-up 
: for allegedly removing a Twitter 


i Censoring Gay Kiss Photo 


| for removing a photograph of 
i two men kissing for allegedly 
i violating the company’s terms- 
: of-use agreement prohibiting 


i Camp 

| According to the BBC, 66 Muslim 
į schoolboys in Malaysia consid- 

| ered “effeminate” by their teach- 
| ers have been sent to a camp 

' designed to teach them about 

i masculine behavior. A govern- 

|: ment official said the camp was 

! meant to move the boys back “to 
i a proper path in life.” Officials 

' also claimed that if the matter 

| wasn't dealt with, the boys could 
| end up gay or transsexual. 


i House Republicans Paying 
i $500,000 To Defend DOMA 


The Huffington Post reports 


i that House Republicans, led by 
i Speaker John Boehner, plan 


: to pay a legal firm as much as 


_ with another man. Tyler Clementi, ' 
i a freshman at Rutgers University, 


killed himself just days later. Ravi 


post about the incident. 


$500,000 in taxpayer funds to de- 


| fend the federal Defense of Mar- 
i riage Act (DOMA) in court. They 
' voted in March to initiate a de- 

: fense of DOMA after the Obama 
| Administration announced it no 


| longer would defend key provi- 


Facebook Apologizes for 


The Huffington Post reports 
that Facebook has apologized 


pornographic content. The 
photograph was posted ona 
Facebook page calling for a 


i same-sex kiss-in to protest a gay i 
i couple that was thrown out of a 


bar for allegedly kissing. 


| sions of the legislation in court. 


! Kobe Bryant Fined $100,000 
| for Gay Slur 

: According to CBS, professional 
i basketball player Kobe Bry- 

| ant has been fined $100K by 

| the NBA for yelling an antigay 

' slur at a referee. Claiming his 

; comments were not meant to 

: offend, he said, “The words 


expressed do not reflect my 


' feelings towards the gay and 
: lesbian communities, and were 


|: not meant to offend anyone.” 


“Effeminate” Boys in 


i Malaysia Sent to “Antigay” 


White House Bars Gay Groups from Military Families Event 


-—» CBSreports that in April, the Obama Administration barred gays and lesbians from a 
White House event with First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe 
Biden, to “support and honor America’s service members and their families.” Servicemembers 
United said civilian representatives of gay and lesbian military families were banned from the 
event. Kristina Schake, Communications Director for the First Lady, told reporters in an e-mail, 
“The President has been crystal clear that the Administration is moving forward with the repeal 
of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell quickly and efficiently. However, it still remains the law.” O 
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GREAT GIFT IDEAS FOR 


TRANSITIONS. 
FORMATIONS. 


SINCE 19 hu 


FOR YOUR SPECIAL MOM 

e Unique Gifts 

e Extraordinary Container Gardens 

e Exceptional quality and variety of plants 


e Distinctive pots and containers 
from around the world 


e Gift Cards 


Garden Center, Flower Marts & Landscaping 
270 West Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul | 651.488.1927 
Visit us at Linders.com for more information. 


p x ‘\ 
— : < "Photoart phy by. Troy Thies. 
AAMA iA 
Building and remodeling unique 
Twin Cities homes 
for over 30 years. 


Tor ry VO OVICH 
Teng letan 5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS s on N+BUILD 


tangletowngardens.com 612-338-2020 
Gardens www.vujovich.com 


the absolute 
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| PERSPECTIVE | by Bradley Tranor 


STD RATES SURGE 
AMONG MSM 


SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED dis- 
ease. Ooo, doesn’t that sound exciting? 

Usually, when you start talking 
about STDs, people turn the page, 
turn down the volume, or leave the 
room altogether. They don’t want 
to hear about it, or don’t think it 
affects them. 

They think, “I’m not dirty, poor, 
or a tramp, so I don’t have to wor- 
ry about the clap, the drip, or the 
dreaded Curse of Venus.” 

You might believe you’re too 
smart, too safe, or too classy to 
avoid STDs, but remember: Bacte- 
ria and viruses, unlike most of the 
rest of the word, do not discrimi- 
nate. Syphilis doesn’t care how 
fabulous you are. 

New research from Minnesota 
health officials proves it. A new 
report in April details an alarming 
rise in the number of reportable 
sexually transmitted diseases in 
the state, especially among men 
who have sex with men (MSM). 

Cases of syphilis, for example, 
are at a 30-year high in the state, up 
a troubling 62 percent from 2009. 

Of those cases, almost 90 
percent occurred in MSM. Two- 
thirds were reported in men living 
in urban areas. The mean age was 
about 35, although the age group 
most affected included men 40 
to 44. Two-thirds of the cases oc- 
curred in white men, but African- 
American men accounted for a 
disproportionate 23 percent. 

Perhaps most troubling is that 


of MSM diagnosed with early 
syphilis cases, a whopping 57 per- 
cent also were infected with HIV. 
The report includes the ca- 
veat that, of the diagnosed syphilis 
cases among MSM interviewed by 
researchers, the most-commonly- 
reported risk factors included meet- 
ing partners on the Internet, anony- 
mous sex, and no condom use. 
While any case of syphilis is 
one too many, I find it particularly 
disturbing that the majority of new 
cases of syphilis were reported in 
urban-dwelling men 35 to 44—who 
should know better. I say “know 
better” because they came of age, 
as I did, during the AIDS crisis. 
They're men you’d think would 
not be engaging in unsafe sex. 
Sadly, as this latest report 
shows, “knowing better” isn’t 
enough. Very likely, the urgency 
and importance of practicing safe 
sex, along with the unsavory con- 
sequences of STDs, dim over time. 
Perhaps, in addition to improv- 
ing comprehensive sexual health 
education for young people, we 
should start creating opportuni- 
ties for older men in our commu- 
nity to get a refresher course. 
What kind of legacy are we 
leaving for future generations if 
we fail to heed the lessons we 
learned at such a devastating cost? 
For more information on the 
study and STDs in general, visit 
<http://www.health.state.mn.us/ 
std>. O 
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Mean Age = 35.4 years 
Range: 16 to 67 years 


15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55+ 
Age in Years 


MSM=Men who have sex with men 
+ Early Syphilis includes primary, secondary, and eariy latent stages of syphilis. 


Printed with permission from Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) Surveillance 
Report, 2010, published by the Minnesota Department of Health STD Surveillance 
System (http://health.state.mn.us/std). 


20 | LAVENDER | MAY 5-18, 2011 


(BUT WE’RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


www.gray-and-gay.com | 612-217-2137 


Lavender offers you more great 
ways to STAY CONNECTED! 


Satu rday. June 18th 8:00p m Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
s ; O: mM. : Was 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 
at the State Theater 
Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. 


((( — Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 


THE OED via BigGayNews.com. r : 
VOICc VE Yi o Tuke) 
E 
yq b, 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom’s daily radio show, and check out her hilarious 
OF MINNESOTA videos on YouTube.com. 


For ticket details visit AM950radio.com FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM — 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


You can now find LAVENDER” Magazine on the App Store. 
LAVENDER’ Magazine works with iPad". 


- g" CITIES 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
iPadis a trademark of Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
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ARTS | by John Townsend 


Three Theaters Coproduce 


In the Brown and Red Water 


Lorca’s Yerma and Yoruban folklore inspired this 


WHEN TARELL ALVIN McCraney’s 
Brother/Sister Plays trilogy opened at New 
York’s esteemed Public Theater a year-and-a- 
half ago, The New York Times’s chief theater 
critic, Ben Brantley, compared the 30-year- 
old to Eugene O’Neill and Sam Shepard. 

McCraney currently is RSC/Warwick 
International Playwright in Residence at the 
world’s most-prestigious theater, the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. 

GLBT audiences know McCraney for 
Wig Out!, a play about Harlem drag queens. 

Inspired by Spanish-gay-playwright Fed- 
erico Garcia Lorca’s Yerma, as well as Yo- 
ruban folklore from West Africa, the first 
installment of McCraney’s trilogy, In the Red 
and Brown Water, is presented by the Guthrie 
as a coproduction with Pillsbury House The- 
atre and Mount Curve Company. Christiana 
Clark stars as Oya, a contemporary manifes- 
tation of Yerma. Marion McClinton directs. 

According to McCraney, Lorca’s portrait 
of Yerma is about “a woman’s journey in a 
community bent against her.” 

McCraney calls it “staggering and arche- 
typal in its scale, and yet there is something 
so modern, frighteningly. It stuns me. Here is 
a woman who wants, yearns, and has passion. 
And the world around her says, ‘Nope—you, 
especially a woman, cannot have that.” 

Like many openly-gay men, McCraney 
obviously sympathizes with women’s op- 
pression, yet he still does not like to be pi- 
geonholed regarding his gayness. 

When I asked McCraney about growing 
up black and gay in the South, he countered, 
“I can barely earnestly speak to being Tarell 
in the South. And to that, I would say, ‘[It) 
was and is a beautiful, strange, and some- 
times hard time.’ It’s hard to ascribe to my 
life moments that happened just because I 
was gay, or just because I was black, or even 
when you mix the two. There was always 
something else, as there always is. 

“There were plenty of gay and black 
young men growing up the same time I was. 


first installment of a trilogy. 


Tarell Alvin McCraney. Photo Courtesy of Guthrie Theater. 


Why didn’t they get the same treatment? Why 
didn’t their parents react the same way? Well, 
because they aren’t me. And though we have 
similarities, my path is all my own. That’s 
how growing up affected my writing. [Chore- 
ographer] Alvin Ailey said the only new thing 
you can bring to art is you. So, I try to bring 
authentic me to the table: many portions of 
myself; pieces of me that I have never seen.” 
McCraney, who was an assistant to the 


late master-playwright August Wilson, 
shares, “Mr. Wilson, more than anything, 
taught me that artists must build a life of 
compassion.” 


In the Brown and Red Water 
May 12-June 4 

Guthrie Dowling Studio 

818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 
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THIS YEAR, WE'RE BRINGIN’ THE SOUTH BEACH HEAT 10 THE TWIN CITIES! 


he 


THURSDAY, JUNE Die 530"- 10,PM 
NICOLLET. ISUAND' PAVILION 


40 POWER ST. © NICOLLET ISLAND © MINNEAPOLIS rf 
PLENTY OF AVAILABLE PARKING! = 


Hosted by Bradley Traynor of BigGayNews.com & Jason Matheson 
of FOX 9 and myTalk 107.1 


HELP US CONGRATULATE THE 2011 LAVENDER PRIDE AWARDS HONOREES: 
John Larsen, Larsen Foundation 

Lorraine Teel, MN AIDS Project 

Gary Remafedi, M.D., M.P.H., Youth and AIDS Projects 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 

General Mills and its Betty’s Family GLBT Network 

Quatrefoil Library 


Party in the Ameriprise Lounge 

Complimentary hors d'oeuvres Cash bar e Gift bags » Copies of the 2011 Lavender Pride Edition 
Register to win great prizes, including a Caribbean cruise for 2 from RSVP Vacations! 

Check out the Summer of Pride website for details on all 


the Summer of Pride™ events. i 
LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 


The Year of Magical Thinking. Photo by Liz Neerland 


The Year of Magical Thinking — Grimly poetic cultural observer 
bares soul! The piercingly-existential Joan Didion is a towering es- 
sayist and novelist, but she recently conquered the stage with a solo 
drama based on her wrenching memoir of grief and loss. At nimbus 
theatre’s new space, Barbara Berlovitz plays Didion. Director Liz 
Neerland explains, “A lot of the beauty in this show comes from 
that fact—that it is straightforward and simple, and not trying to be 
something bigger than it is.” Through May 21 • 1517 Central Ave. 
NE, Mpls e (612) 548-1380 e www.nimbustheatre.com 


The Sexy Librarian — Comedy writer-lyricist Joseph 
Scrimshaw muses on Jekyll and Hyde to reflect what he 
calls “attractive and desirable about other people, the di- 
chotomy between body and soul. Can we truly look past 
appearances?” Rock composer Mike Hallenbeck notes, 
“There’s a lot of messy, wanton desire cut loose in the 
show, and Joseph wanted music that could express that. 
So, we’ve left the rough edges on to help deliver a raw 
emotional intensity.” Adorably-sexy Anna Sundberg stars. 
Through May 21 ¢ Minneapolis Theater Garage ° 711 
W. Franklin Ave., Mpls. ¢ (612) 280-9210 © www. 
jokingenvelope.com 


The Sexy Librarian. Photo Courtesy of 
Minneapolis Theater Garage 


The Gospel According to Jerry — Hay- 
ley Finn, director of Richard Krevolin and 
Irwin Kula’s acclaimed new interfaith play, 
shares, “Through the rehearsal process, 
singing became a point of spiritual connec- 
tion for the characters. Nia [Greta Ogles- 
by], an African-American choir director, 
inspires Jerry [Ryan Lindberg], a rabbi, 
through her gospel songs. Jerry brings 
Nia to his temple to sing the Mourner’s 
Kadish. Song in religious services plays a 
key role in bringing these two people from 
different backgrounds together.” Through 
May 8 e Hillcrest Center ° 1978 Ford 
Pkwy., St. Paul ¢ (651) 647-4315 œ 
www.minnesotajewishtheatre.org 


The Gospel According to Jerry. Photo by Sarah Whiting 


Arms and the Man — We know that women’s 
images and behaviors often are mediated by 
male fantasies. But the opposite also holds, as 
countless females demand the Prince Charm- 
ing fantasy. George Bernard Shaw’s comedy 
Arms and the Man reveals the brainwash 
beneath that delusion. Jim Lichtscheidl gives 
a transformational performance as a soldier 
on the run. His raw vulnerability is contrasted 
strikingly by Marika Nakasone, a teenager 
born to wealth and clout who arrogantly proj- 
ects upon him a classic romantic female-fan- 
tasy stereotype. Through May 8 e Guthrie 
Theater ° 818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. ° (612) 
377-2224 ¢ www.guthrietheater.org p» 
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DOWNTOWN RESOURCE | 


Minneapolis Condos | Lofts 


. 
BIGGEST MYTHS 
ABOUT SHORT SALES 


(AND HOW THEY AFFECT BOTH BUYERS & SELLERS) 


“Short sale” is one of the most misunderstood terms in the real estate industry. 
Whether you are a buyer looking for a bargain or a seller looking to get out from 
under a troubling loan situation, it pays to understand what short sales represent. 


To order this FREE report email Joee@DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7255 ext: 104 today. 


`ñ 
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[ARTS SPOTLIGHT] by John Townsend 


[ART] . 


Northeast Minneapolis Arts 

Association (NEMEA)’s Art- 

A-Whirl has become the largest 
open studio and gallery tour in the 
United States. 

This year, the NEEMA Board 
selected a work by out-gay-artist 
André Salvadore for the cover of the 
event’s catalog and for ads, as well 
as to flank the Ritz Theatre marquee. 
Titled I Follow Mother, this painting 
draws from his love of Hitchcock- 
style 1950s cinema, as well as child- 
hood memories of walking behind 
his mother in Palermo, Italy, in the 
same decade. 

Salvadore shares, “As a gay man I 
have had the insight to think outside 
the box. I have never been interest- 
ed in painting things that don’t inter- 
est me personally. My early work 
reflected my love of carnival art and 
expressionistic styles in poster art 
that I saw plastered on walls in Italy, 
where I was raised until the age of 9. 
My current work is about my love of 
midcentury American film, which I 
think greatly influenced gay culture 
in every way—in our humor, style, 
and camp.” 

You may have seen Salvadore’s 
work at Wilde Roast Café. Several of his works will be part of Art-A-Whirl at Studio Number 
392 in the Northrup King Building. 

When you stroll through Art-A-Whirl’s various galleries and studios, also con- 
sider other artists who reflect GLBT identity and interests. Be fascinated by the 
ambiguous sexuality of Caitlin Karolczak. See Mike Welton’s vibrant Urban Ex- 
tracts, which reflect urban architecture up close. Meditate to Gail Wallinga’s nature- 
inspired paintings. Be dazzled by the dynamism of Rachel Rodenborg’s mosaics. 
May 20-22 e Various Northeast Mpls. Venues ° www.nemaa.org 


=—s 


I Follow Mother. Painting by André Salvadore 


[ Film ] «<————- 


Twin Cities Black Film Festival Promo Features Pam Grier — The Goddess 
Supreme of the Blaxploitation film phenomenon of the 1970s comes to Minne- 
apolis to promote the Twin Cities Black Film Festival to be held in September. 
The Radisson Plaza and CoverGirl® host Pam Grier, along with a screening of 
her cult film Foxy Brown, plus a “Groovy ‘70s Party.” In films like The Big Doll- 
house, Coffy, and Foxy Brown, she defiantly countered Hollywood's tradition 
of subservient black women, and became the first African-American actress to 
carry action films. Blaxploitation has been controversial within communities of 
color, just as sissified film representations of gay men divide opinions among 
GLBT people. May 14 « Radisson Plaza Hotel • 35 S. 7th St., Mpls. « 
www.tcbff.com.org 
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[ Theater ] 


Next to Normal. Photo by Craig Schwartz. 


Next to Normal— When Next 
to Normal won its Prize for 
Drama, the Pulitzer Board called 
it “a powerful rock musical that 
grapples with mental illness in a 
suburban family, and expands the 
scope of subject matter for musi- 
cals.” Composer Tom Kitt says he 
has learned “that mental illness 
touches everybody, and is a lifelong 
struggle when dealing with it. It’s 
opened my eyes to realities, and has 
made me appreciate the doctors 
and patients on the frontlines.” 
Citing inspirations like Billy Joel and 
U2, the Pulitzer-winner describes 
his score as having a “dark rock feel 
and a celebratory rock feel.” 
May 10-22 » Ordway Center • 345 
Washington St., St. Paul - (651) 224- 
4222 - www.ordway.org 


S nepe g 
Foxy. Courtesy of the Twin 
Cities Black Film Festival 


Do you have a problem? I can help. 


Achieve legally enforceable results and peace 
through mediation or arbitration. 


PRIVATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 


Patrick R. Burns, IMI Certified Mediator 
(612) 875-1022 | www.resolve.pro 


Ouuloud! PRESENTS 
SEA 


ØV. 


SINGING E HAT DARE NOT SPE 
ars eae 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra Presents 


HIT PARADE 2: CENSORED! 


SATURDAY, MAY (4, 2011 - 7:30 P.M. 
SUNDIN MUSIC HALL, HAMLINE UNIVERSITY 

1536 HEWITT AVENUE, SAINT PAUL 

Celebrating Joseph Schlefke’s last concert as 

music director, the MPO will feature three ‘hits’ 

that have experienced censorship but survived to 

see the light of day. 

TICKETS AT THE DOOR: s 
$18 adult 

$12 student/senior 

$5 child 


SAVE $2 by buying tickets in advance. 


purchase tickets at 


mnphil.org 


612.656.5676 


D 
Z 


MAY 10-22 
ordway.org | 651.224.4222 
GROUPS 10+: 651.282.3111 


Support provided by 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY 


vam ORDWAY 
Music Director ; 


Joy. Centerstage. 


| MUSIC | by Ed Huyck > 


The Family Sign 

Atmosphere 

The first sound you hear on the latest Atmosphere disc is a 

slightly out-of-tune piano playing a quick downer melody. It’s 

a mood that serves this collection from beginning to end, 

as vocalist Slug has plenty of heavy ideas on his mind, while 

partner Ant, along with new members, keyboardist Erick 

Anderson and guitarist Nate Collis, deepen and darken the 

sound throughout. Anderson especially gives the album a clas- 

sic vibe—part Booker T, part Steppenwolf—that really drives 

the music in a fresh way. Along with his usual straightforward 

tales of modern life and relationships come bits that delve a 

little deeper, such as “Became,” which spins a fantastical story 
r to delve into separation and the loss of a lover. 


J Atn 
a 


Femme Fatale 

BRITNEY SPEARS 

Don't call it a comeback, because her 
last album sold millions of copies. 
Think of it as a codification of Spears’s 
career revival. How impressive that is 
depends on what you've thought of 
the artist since the beginning. She has 
been a plastic pop star from the very 
start, and it works best when she stays 
in that mold. So, the album has a few 
fun moments. Eventually, the robo- 
pop wears thin, and all the production 
in the world can’t hide just how thin 
Spears’s voice is. No matter how hard 
she tries, she is no Madonna. Spears is 
under a lot of pressure from other hot 
women pop stars. It may be time for a 
true comeback. 


Sing it Loud 

K.D. LANG AND THE SISS BOOM 
BANG 

Country troubadour Lang mixes it up 
with a classy group of rock, soul, and 
country musicians for a deep, brood- 
ing, and absolutely-engaging collection 
of tunes. Mainly penned by the singer 
herself, the 10 songs here showcase 
her still-impressive pipes, while the 
deep, full production makes for a 
perfect antidote to the all-too-synthetic 
pop sound. Lang and the band are 
comfortable cutting across genres, 
from the Neil Young-like “Sugar 

Buzz” to the grand sweep of “Perfect 
World.” A cover of the Talking Heads’s 
“Heaven” paints a perfect musical 
picture of a late night in the bar of the 
eternal reward. 


Safari Disco Club 

YELLE 

Ah, nothing's like French electro- 

pop, where disco beats merge with 
continental concerns, and a soft-voiced 
leader in a leopard-pattern skin-tight 
outfit sings lyrics rendered completely 
useless, unless you speak her native 
tongue. On the trio’s second album, 
Yelle craft a bouncy 11-track collection, 
full of New-Order-like backbeats, twist- 
ing and turning synth lines, with one 
of the most engaging voices in modern 
dance pop. It isn’t just simple pop, 
however. Yelle takes cues from recent 
substyles, and then mixes it into a fat 
sound that would be at home in clubs 
over the plast three decades. Yelle 
plays First Avenue on May 7. O 
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Music and Lyrics by 
Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx 


Book by Jeff Whitty 
Directed by Jack Reuler 


THE CRITICS AGREE... 


“hilarious” 


“A phenomenal one-night stand” 
“stunning 


pi coucly sponsored by ED 
ic BLOOD 
THEATRE = 1 from your mobile phone 
t a quota; il 


612.338.6131 © mixedblood.com TN 


For fifteen years The Harbor Group has 
been navigating our community through 
It’s not just a tagline. It’s a promise current legal and financial systems 
that impact your family. 


Expert Home Financing. Guaranteed.” 


that we back up —with cash. 


An approval from Residential Mortgage Group, 
a division of Alerus Financial, is backed by a 
$10,000 guarantee* that your loan will close. 
Why are we able to be so bold? Because we’ve 
never failed to close a loan we said would 

close! Contact me today to learn more about 
this Guaranteed Approval and our to-the-penny 
Guaranteed Closing Costs! 


A DIVISION OF 


RMG Alerus 
PanawatAA The Harbor Group, Inc. 


An Independent Financial and Legal Firm 


Pat Gleas on 200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 


North Oaks, MN 55127 


651-633-5611 
www.harborgroupcommunity.com 


RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP 
orice 952.847.9834 e-mail pat@rmgmn.com 
patgleasononline.com 
Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. 

Member FINRA/SIPC 


*Paid to the seller if RMG is unable to close based on the terms of our approval letter. 
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WHO WILL 
CREATE TOMORROW'S 
SOUNDTRACK? 


NOW OFFERING 
AUDIO PRODUCTION 


612.332.3361 
www.aim.aii.edu 


The Art Institutes International 
Minnesota” 


CREATE TOMORROW 


ilt 


CULINARY 
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ARTS 


MINNESOTA 
PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA 
PRESENTS 
HIT PARADE 2: 
CENSORED! 


On May 14, the Minnesota Philhar- 
monic Orchestra’s Spring Concert fea- 
tures three “hits” that have experienced 
some type of public censorship, but sur- 
vived to see the light of day. 

e Wolfgang Mozarťs “Overture” 
to The Marriage of Figaro. This opera 
was based on the Pierre Beaumarchais 
play of the same name, which was 
banned in Vienna because of the satiric 
way it depicted the aristocracy. 

e Felix Mendelssohn’s Concerto 
for Violin in E minor, Op. 64. Vi- 
cious German anti-Semitism, which be- 
gan as early as 1850, and lasted through 
the Nazi regime, was responsible for 
the denigration and eventual banning 
of many of Mendelssohn’s ingenious 
works. 

e Dmitri Shostakovich’s Sym- 
phony No. 9 in E-flat Major, Op. 70. 
Shostakovich was no stranger to harsh 
Soviet criticism and threats on his life. 
The central censorship board banned 
his Ninth Symphony three years after it 
was written. 

The concert features Assistant Con- 
certmaster Clarice Purdy as solo violin- 
ist for Mendelssohn’s Concerto for Vio- 
lin in E minor. 

As well, the concert is the orchestra’s 
last under the baton of Joseph Schlefke, 
who has been its Music Director and 
Conductor since 2001. 


Hit Parade 2: Censored! 
May 14 

Sundin Music Hall 
Hamline University 

1531 Hewitt Ave., St. Paul 
(651) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Through July 30! Opens August 5! HILARIOUS! 


= JESUS CHRIST 
y's Grill 
menu 


BIG J Ss Begg am 
TAR “S00 Cont Stop the M avananie 
GA S ics Me Fri & Sat nights! Just $25! 
PA Seth c 
NEWS ERE ery much Chantaaen 


952-934-1525 


x*+COMI \ apno 1) N 800-362-3515 


Thrivent Financial 


for Lutherans: i a tee \ CHAN HASSEN DT. COM 
Your News. Your Way. — M 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


(oan 
Log on BigGayNews.com 


Vv 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


e 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com i = A R 


for a daily email of the IR 


latest headlines od 4 \ - U 


WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY DEBORAH COLKER 


PRESENTED BY 


fy iShares: 


YOUR ONLY CHANCE TO SEE 
OVO" IN MINNEAPOLIS! 


cirquedusoleil.com 


OPENS MAY 26 


UNDER THE GRAND CHAPITEAU AT MALL OF AMERICA 


© OFFICIAL SPONSORS MEDIA PARTNERS 


cay xerox Simona sk CITUPAGES 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. BIGGAYNEWS.COM INFINITE 
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OUT 
ON THE TOWN 


CALENDAR 


Tutankhamun. 


an Marcus 


Note:This calendar includes events 
formerly in the Bar Calendar. 


Ellis Spring Concert. 7:30 PM. 
Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snel- 
ling Ave., St. Paul. <www.ellis-mu 
sic.com>. 


Man of La Mancha. Through May 
8. Ten Thousand Things @ Min- 
nesota Opera Center, 620 N. 1st 
St., Mpls. (800) 838-3006. <www. 
tenthousandthings.org>. 


Cabaret of the Senses. Benefits 
PFund Foundation. 7-11 PM. Guth- 
rie Theater, Level 9, 818 S. 2nd St., 
Mpls. (612) 870-1806. <www.PFun 


dOnline.org>. 


Bobylon. The Main Club, 1217 
Tower Ave., Superior, WI. (715) 392- 
1756. <www.themain.com>. 


Lip Service. 9 PM. Town House, 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul. 
(651) 646-7087. <www.town 


housebar.com>. 


Next to Normal. Through May 22. 
Ordway Center, 345 Washington 
St., St. Paul. (651) 224-4222. <www. 
ordway.org>. 


In the Brown and Red Water. 
Through June 4. Guthrie Dowling 
Studio, 818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. (612) 
377-2224. <www.guthrietheater. 
org>. 


YOLO. 9 PM. Town House, 1415 
University Ave. W., St. Paul. (651) 
646-7087.<wwwtownhousebar.com>. 


Opus. Through May 29. Park 
Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th PI., St. 
Paul. (651) 291-7005. <www.park 


squaretheatre.org>. 


Twin Cities Black Film Festival 
Promo. 7 PM. Radisson Plaza Ho- 
tel, 35 S. 7th St., Mpls. <www.tcbff. 
com>. 

Hit Parade 2: Censored! 7:30 PM. 
Minnesota Philharmonic Orches- 
tra @ Sundin Music Hall, Hamline 
University, 1536 Hewitt Ave., St. 
Paul. (612) 656-5676. <www.mn 


phil.org>. 


North Star Gay Rodeo Associa- 
tion Dance.8 PM. James Ballentine 
VFW, 2916 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. 
<www.nsgra.org>. 


TNT Show. 9 PM. Town House, 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul. 
(651) 646-7087. <www.town 


housebar.com>. 


Minnesota AIDS Walk. 9 AM. Min- 
nehaha Park, Mpls. <www.mnaid 
swalk.org>. 


Art-A-Whirl. May 20, 5-10 PM. May 
21,Noon-8 PM. May 22,Noon-5 PM. 
Various Northeast Mpls. Venues. 
<www.nemaa.org>. 


Secret Love.8 PM.Through May 21. 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus: Out- 
Loud! @ Ritz Theater, 345 13th Ave. 
NE, Mpls. (612) 436-1129. <www. 
ritzdolls.com>. 


Dragged Out. 9:30 PM. Town 
House, 1415 University Ave. W., St. 
Paul. (651) 646-7087. <www.town 
housebar.com>. 


Foam Party. Gay 90's. 408 Hen- 
nepin Ave., Mpls. (612) 333-7755. 
<www.gay90s.com>. 


Jessie Chandler & Lori L. Lake. 2 
PM. True Colors Bookstore, 4755 
Chicago Ave. S., Mpls. www.jes 
siechandler.com>. <www.lorillake. 
com>. 
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Je ffrey. Photo by Mike Hnida 


Next Fall. Photo by Rich Ryan 


Anatomy of Gray. Through May 
22. Theatre in the Round Players, 
245 Cedar Ave., Mpls. (612) 333- 
3010. <www.TheatreintheRound. 
org>. 


Arms and the Man. Through May 
8. Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd St., 
Mpls. (612) 377-2224. <www.guth 


rietheater.org>. 


Avenue Q. Through May 29. Mixed 
Blood Theatre, 1501 S. 4th St., Mpls. 
(612) 338-6131. <www.mixed 
blood.com>. 


Dinner with the Tsars: Imperial 
Russian Porcelain. Through Aug. 7. 
The Museum of Russian Art, 5500 
Stevens Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 821- 
9045. <www.tmora.org>. 


The Gospel According to Jerry. 
Through May 8. Hillcrest Center, 
1978 Ford Pkwy., St. Paul. (651) 
647-4315. <www.minnesotajew 


ishtheatre.org> 


I Wish You Love. Through May 22. 
Penumbra Theatre. 270 N. Kent St., 
St. Paul. (651) 224-3180. <www. 
penumbratheatre.org>. 


Jeffrey. Through May 7. Brazen 
Theatre @ Lowry Lab, 350 St. Peter 
St., St. Paul. (612) 991-8729 <www. 
brazentheatre.org>. 


Jersey Boys. Through May 8. Or- 
pheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin 
Ave., Mpls. (800) 982-2787. <www. 
hennepintheatretrust.org>. 


The Marvelous Wondrettes. 
Through July 24. Plymouth Play- 
house, 2705 Annapolis Ln. N, 
Plymouth. (763) 553-1600. <www. 
plymouthplayhouse.com>. 


Next Fall. Through May 22. Jungle 
Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 822-7063. <www.junglethe 
ater.com>. 


The Sexy Librarian. Through May 
21. Minneapolis Theater Garage. 
711 W. Franklin Ave., Mpls. (612) 
280-9210. <www.jokingenvelope. 
com>. 


Shades of Red: The Evolution of 
Early Soviet Art. Through Sept 15. 
The Museum of Russian Art, 5500 
Stevens Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 821- 
9045. <www.tmora.org>. 


Three Viewings. Through May 14. 
Illusion Theater, 528 Hennepin 
Ave., Mpls. (612) 339-4944. <www. 
illusiontheater.org>. 

Tutankhamun: The Golden King 
and the Great Pharaohs. Through 
Sept. 5. Science Museum of Minne- 
sota, 120 Kellogg Blvd. W., St. Paul. 
(651) 221-9444. <www.smm.org>. 


The Whiz: Moneyapolis. Through 
May 8. Northrop Dance & Bedlam 
Theatre @ Intermedia Arts, 2822 
Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 625- 
6600. <northrop.umn.edu>. 


The Year of Magical Thinking. 
Through May 21.1517 Central Ave. 
NE, Mpls. (612) 548-1380. <www. 
nimbustheatre.com>. 


FOR MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS 


OF EACH LISTING.VISIT 
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BAR 


| Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 

te te. t. t t 
| fede a e nan FEATURED BARTENDER 
| 5-6 PM, Tuesday-Sunday. 
415 N. 1st St., Mpls. 


Brass Rail (612) 333-4305 Larpenteur 
Completely remodeled elegant www.toastwinebarandcafe.com aa 
lounge featuring male dancers | 
five nights a week, Wednesday- 
Sunday. 
422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. ` Honey 
(612) 332-RAIL (7245) i Small plates, cocktails, and all 
www.thebrassraillounge.com i 4 that jazz! Live music nightly in a 
funky lounge atmosphere. 
205 E. Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 746-0306 
SA, www.gingerhop.com 
“ng 
to, 
2.4 
Ke 
Gay 90’s 


Upper Midwest's Largest Gay 
Entertainment Complex. Serving 
reasonably priced menu in main 
bar Wednesday-Sunday. 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


Franklin 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 

A neighborhood kitchen with des- 
tination appeal featuring contem- 
porary cuisine in a comfortable, 
inviting atmosphere. 

1359 Willow St., Mpls. 

(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 


19 Bar 

Shoot pool or play darts at your TROVER 
neighborhood bar—the oldest GLBT 

establishment in the Twin Cities. 
19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 

(612) 871-5553 


Lake Street 


WHO 


Trover 


WHAT 

Recipe: Double D 

Dragon Berry Daiquiri 

1 1/2 parts Bacardi Dragon Berry Rum 


(St Paul Coale's 


Areanna Coale, proprietor. 


Minnehaha Ave. A An eclectic enigma filled with 1 part Triple Sec 
joy and happiness. Everyone : A 
welcome! L— Fill glass with equal parts of Sour & 


Sweet and Sour. 
ra Squeeze fresh limes. 


WHEN 
Thu. e 9 PM-1 AM 
Sun. e 7 PM-Midnight 


719 N. Dale St., St. Paul 
(651) 487-5829 


University Ave. 


d 
< @ Be et 
2 z aes WHERE 
T Selby Ave. Z Town House 
a v 1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
8 (651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 
Grand Ave. j WHY 


“We feature karaoke five nights a 
week, Sunday- Tuesday and Thursday- 
Friday. Don’t let the Light Rail Transit 
construction keep you away from 

all the fun entertainment and great 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul egies WE Ee AO aol. ue 

(651) 646-7087 party—we've been doing it for almost 


www.townhousebar.com So 42 years!” 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 


Town House 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great 
mix of men and women. Karaoke. 
Drag shows. 
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208 StHennepin Ave i NIPLS, MIN 55401EAGAY90S COMI | 
un wi B "FI 


COALE’ S | 


April 21 


gaon University Avenue =i } 
= Go Through Shopping Center Across from Bar: 
T} pots of Free Parking Still Available Nearby \ Concordia Ave. 


a 


Dragged Out «Fri., May 20 
Country Night Sat., May 21 
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FREE 
Parking 


University Ave. 


Shopping Center 


(94) St. Anthony Ave. 


Snelling Ave. 
Pascal Ave. 
Hamline Ave. 


THANKS For Continuing 
To Patronize Us! 


Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone -° Serving Our GLBT Community For 41 Years 
Bar Bingo with Progressive Jackpot ° Every Friday - 6 PM | Benefits The Aliveness Project e #B-04988 - Site Location 004 


1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL + MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL - 651-646-7087 - WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 


wy 
> o 


1144 a 


Want to WIN 
an easy 


$100? 


Baas PLS o 
ee i e UU GR LLL Se, 
FULL DINNER) nt 

ANG) HESU VIEW) I Wall) OF AMETIGA) 


"ATIRI a 


Help get a thousand 
more people to 'Like' 
Lavender Magazine's Pn E} 952-854-6500% www'cantina1 com) 
Facebook pageand l 


one lucky 'Like'—er will Jukebox ° Video Games ° 3 75¢ Pool Tables ¢ Pinball • Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 
walk away $100 


ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
richer! OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM ° Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


IAVEWEDNESDAYS with 
att et kL Pd LE 
DJ Kevin and anall star, Illusion how Ca 


ir ne LAST 
A p A ES 


à ENJOY OUR PATIO 
Share our page on a” 7 TA SMOKING PERMITTED 
Facebook and tell all 


your friends. iM €g } Singles Pool 
You might just a el | w DS OURNAMENT 


be our lucky 
$100 winner! 


f Sun., May 15 • 4 PM 


ER 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


TWIS thEStHMinneapoliskI(6/12)871£5553 
Proudly, Our,;Community/Since952 
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VIP LAUNCH PARTY 


GAY 90'S 


April 15 


ACARD] 


Fk COCONUI 
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The 

BRASS ARAILE 
LOUNGIE 

3-4-1’s 

RAIL & DOMESTIC 

EVERY DAY e 7-9 PM 


HAPPY HOUR 


NOON-7 PM DAILY 


$2.75 
Rail Drinks « Domestic Bottles 


422 Hennepin Ave., Mpls3 
612-382-RAIL (7245) 
www.ithebrassraillounge.com 


LAVENDER's 


MAY 


BARS ALUTE 


Bar Bingo with 
Progressive Jackpot 
Every Friday ° 6 PM 


Benefits The Aliveness Project 
#B-04988 -° Site Location 004 


The Town House 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 


LK&B 


LORING KITCHEN & BAR 


| ki 
MARTINI MONDAYS 


$5 BELEVEDERE 


LOUNGE LIZARD KARAOKE - 9PM 


www.LorincKir 7 * [612] 843 040 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


Coale’s Pe 


Areanna Coale, Proprietor 


Free Chicago-Style Steppers 


MONDAY Lessons & Networking 
$4.99 Juicy Lucys 


TUESDAY £? aWings 


Karaoke with Prize Giveaways 


WEDNESDAY open mic 


THURSDAY men’s Night 


FRIDAY & 2 Clubs In 1 


DJs & Entertainment 


SATURDAY Drink Specials 


Southern Brunch & Bloody Mary Bar 
SUNDAY 11 AM-3 PM ° B-Siders R&B Band 2-5 PM 
Cheapie Night 6 PM-2 AM 


Always Plenty of Free Parking! 
Open Mon.-Sat. 3 PM-2 AM « Sun. 10 AM-2 AM 
Serving Full Menu Opening to LATE Mon.-Sun. 

719.N. Dale St. @ Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul ° (651) 487-5829 
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7) 


KANAI 


| hee rio" 


ae 


Marla Jadoonanan and her husband, Ian, tried their damnedest to explain 


1 / Patrons return often to enjoy their favorite dishes at this 
M ) authentic Trinidad restaurant. 


the intricacies of Trinidad and Tobago cuisine. At a strange intersection of Lat- 


in, French, Middle Eastern, African, and Asian, but also heavily influenced by 
Indian cuisine, the island nation has invented a curry all its own. Words like 
“fruity” and “fragrant” were tossed about, along with a more definite “spicy.” 
(|| | (| it Despite the assertive flavors that make their way into any of Marla’s dishes, 
they also have a lightness that one doesn’t find in traditional Indian food. 


QO OOOO} OOD OD SOOO OOD OD JOO] OD OOOO] OD ODO DOOD OOD ODOODO JO JOD OOD] OD JOJO] OD OO] OOOO 
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The Jadoonanans both are from Trinidad. 
Marla immigrated to the United States when 
she was 15. It was a difficult adjustment. After 
spending 18 years as a nurse, the time had 
come to fulfill her real passion—preparing 
the traditional foods of her home country. 

The restaurant is a family effort, with all 
the friendliness and quirkiness that comes 
with it. The interior decor is casual, its patrons 
are loyal, and the portions are astronomical. 

Marla’s Caribbean Cuisine often is praised 
as a take-out restaurant, and I can see why. If 
you adore spicy food, it’s exactly the kind of 
thing you’d want to eat in front of the televi- 
sion after a numbing, exhausting day. 

A devoted patron one table over insisted 
that we try the Ginger Beer ($2.99)—a Brit- 
ish invention, originally fermented, that 
quickly became popular in the former is- 
land colonies. We used it to wash down our 
Doubles ($2), a traditional street food fea- 
turing curried beans tucked between two 
pieces of fried bread. Ours arrived wrapped 
in aluminum foil, which was very helpful in 
keeping the ingredients from spilling out the 
back and sides with each bite. They may be 
green, squishy, and wrapped in foil, but our 
Doubles were absolutely delicious to the 
point of addiction. 

Marla’s has a small kitchen, and meals 
are made to order, but the pace began mov- 
ing quickly after the Doubles, beginning 
with Callaloo Chicken ($12), then moving 
to Jerk Chicken ($10), Chicken Wings ($8), 
Red Beans and Rice ($3), and Chicken Pelau 
($10). Callaloo is a green, soupy dish served 
over rice. Its ingredients can vary, but here, 
it was a thick blend of okra, spinach, coconut 
milk, and spices, with your choice of meat. If 
you're craving authentic jerk chicken, how- 
ever, your first visit to Marla’s really should 
focus there. 

Many local eateries offering jerk don’t 
marinate chicken in the seasoning, but only 
dab it on during the cooking process. But 
authentic jerk chicken requires the spices 
to penetrate more deeply into the meat. The 
result is spicy and smoky, but without over- 
powering the flavor of the chicken. In fact, 
this delicate balance was maintained with ev- 


ery dish that came out of Marla’s kitchen— 
no small feat, considering the assertiveness 
of island spices. Even the Red Beans and 
Rice was remarkably robust. 

If you’re wary of spice, ask your server to 
make your order mild, not medium. Alterna- 
tively, you may find comfort in the rice and 
pigeon peas-based pelau, or the fairly mild 
Curry Goat ($12). However, if you’re a die- 
hard fan of ghost pepper sauce, it also can be 
found at Marla’s. 

Many of these dishes, such as Callaloo, 
also serve as handy fillings for West Indian 
Roti—soft, unleavened flat breads that can 
be rolled up like a burrito. Just as I was con- 
templating doing so with the last bit of empty 
stomach space I had left, however, Marla 
recommended that I try the child-friendly 
Brown Down ($10) with chicken. Its tangy, 
somewhat sweet broth, begun with caramel- 
ized sugar, traditionally is served over rice. 

Incredibly, after all the flavors to come 
out of her kitchen, Marla confesses that her 
favorite guilty pleasure is a good gas station 
hot dog, and that even her own family gets 
tired of eating their restaurant’s food too 


often. I can understand the dilemma: They 
constantly are tasting and adjusting their 
dishes, as Marla’s cooking process is more 
by instinct and practice than by measuring 
spoon. Many of their Minnesota patrons 
come in multiple times a week for their fa- 
vorite dishes, so even if her husband guiltily 
sneaks a plain American-style sandwich in to 
work every so often, I suppose it all balances 
out in the end.O 


Marla’s Caribbean Cuisine 

3761 Bloomington Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 724-3088 
www.marlascuisine.com 


DODO ODOCOCOO OOOO ODN OOOO OJOJOOJJOOJOJJOOJOMOJOJOCJMOJOJOMOES?JOJOJOJOJOJOEPOOOJOPOJOOMEMHED?. 
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COUT ON THE TOWN FOOD BITES] 


[ LYN-LAKE EATERIES ] by Carla Waldemar 


Park once, eat globally. No passport needed, and not much damage to 
your credit card. That’s the draw of Lyn-Lake in Minneapolis, a once-dingy- 
to-outright-dicey crossroad, now reclaimed by avant arts, retail, and dining 
ops, from fine to funky. 


FALAFEL KING, a 

longtime anchor 

of the crossroad, 

reigns as monarch 
of that Middle Eastern 
favorite. Domas and pita 
sandwiches, too, but no 
booze. 


FUJI-YA successfully 
melds demographics by 
offering sublime sushi at 
its raw seafood bar, while 
ushering more sedate 
diners to lounge on the 
backroom’s tatami mats 
to enjoy tempura and 
teriyaki treats. 


Fuji-Ya. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


GALACTIC: Can’t last 

a day without pizza? We 
hear you, so we steer 
you to this establishment 
with decor in comic- 
book colors, and proudly 
organic local provender 
piled atop its pies. Live 
entertainment consists of 
delivery bikers in super- 
hero costumes. 


HEIDI’S shines as the 
new site showcasing 
the beyond-tasty fare of 
creative-culinary-genius 
Stewart Woodman, and 
just-as-out-there pastries 


of his wife, Heidi, from 
the open kitchen facing 
the classy cocktail bar. 


HERKIMER’S brews 
its own beer: Need we 
say more? Putting pub- 
crawling to a halt (who'd 
want to leave those 

deep, dark booths?), the 
resident spigot-meisters 
are happy to side those 
foaming pints with pretty 
tasty burgers, too. 


IT’S GREEK TO ME is 
the granddaddy of this 
intersection, a taverna 


where extended families 
of Greek heritage con- 
vene to celebrate, joined 
by the neoartists of the 
*hood who’ve learned to 
yelp “Opa!” with the best 
of em. Lamb rules, from 
kebabs to dill-sauced 
shank. 


MOTOLI, the city’s first 
and only sake brewery, 
is owned by the brewing 
guru behind Herkimer’s. 
Samplers are the way 

to go, sided with Asian 
street fare like dump- 
lings, potstickers, and 
other finger fare. 


RISOTTO, market- 

ing Northern Italy’s 
claim to culinary fame, 
serves this glorified 

rice specialty in several 
renditions—seafood to 
veggie and more—along 
with a few more nods to 
the homeland’s fare and 
a primo wine list. 


SZECHUAN SPICE 
represents the best and 
brightest of the site’s 
Asian occupants to date. 
Heed your server’s 
prompting when he 
suggests the juicy buns, 


moto-I. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


which (be forewarned) 
require dexterity, or a big 
bib. Follow up with the 
fab scallion pancakes. 


THE EGG & I, for those 
who've partied all night, 
and crave a breakfast 
nosh before hitting the 
pillow, is at your service. 
It offers fruit cups for 
the fastidious, plus that 
famous, fully-loaded 
kamikaze pancake for 
those of more forgiving 
habits, along with refills 
of joe and chatter from 
the kindly waitstaff. O 
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Now Open! 


Welcome to our New Home! 


Marla’s Caribbean Cuisine officially invites the GLBT 
community of the Twin Cities to experience one of a kind 
Caribbean / Indian / Chinese fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 °- www.marlascuisine.com 


A Food Co-op is a Grocery 
Store for Everyone 


New to the neighborhood? Just Curious? Come on in. 


Not a member? 
Not a problem. D 
Everyone 


Welcome, 
Every Day. 


15,000 of your 
neighbors own 
the Wedge. Come 
and see why. 


2105 Lyndale Ave. S. 
612-871-3993 


Wine bar f cafe j 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


612.333.4305 

415N. 1ST ST. - MINNEAPOLIS 
Hours: Tu-TH & SUN. 5-11PM 
FRI & SAT SPM-MIDNIGHT 


Lonahuinie Deliteny Buammnera 
Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice Twa 


we OELIVER OEUCATESSEN - BAKERY - RESTAURANT . 
a e ° z 
d 2 Ce 
a 0334 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul ¢ 651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 


“Attention passengers, you are 
now free to enjoy the airport!” 


SURDYK’S 
FOUGHT 


WINE MARKET & BAR 


Fine wine and artisanal fare. 
Enjoy it here, in the air or anywhere! 


MSP International Airport. Terminal One www.surdyksflights.com 
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Happy Hour All You Eat 
Mon-Sun 3-5:30 & 8-close Spast etti Lunch 


Kindee Thai Restaurant $6.99 


719 2nd St. South Fr 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 Mon-Fri 11 am-2 pm 


(612) 465-8303 


www.kindeethairestaurant.com 


Corner Cafe 


New American & Latin Fusion 
Concept Café 


Daily & Sunday Specials 


OPEN i 3301 Central Ave. NE 
e ek Minneapolis 
11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 
WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 612-781-3526 


2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM Ei yelp > 


I Tennepin & West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 THE TWIN CITIES ULTIMATE “To Do” LIST 


Your connection to GLBT: 


G News 
& Events 


Vi Drawings 


u Ø 


ON 4 


— 


Bielenberg & Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue @ Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 SIGN UP AT LAVENDERMAGAZI NE. com/ 
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| SUGAR & SPICE | by Justin Jones 


I Saw You! 


“I Saw You!” is the newest way to rekindle fleeting romances, and 
make up for missed opportunities. Saw him at the bar, but just couldn't 
say hi? We’ve got you covered! Now, you can tell him, “I Saw You!” A 
Sugar & Spice production, “I Saw You!” results may vary, and satisfac- 
tion is not recommended. 

YOU 6'0” or 6'4”, blond hair, blue eyes. Or maybe you were under 
6’. Oh, you were brunette. Wait, I don’t think you had hair. I met you 
at a house party. 

ME Charming Southern boy who lives in Uptown. No, not drawl 
Southern. More like Steel Magnolias-Southern. I probably made fun 
of myself for wearing man-granny panties (manties?). I promise my 
other underwear is cute. 

YOU Said Minneapolis sucked. 

ME Wanted to throw my drink at you the moment I met you. No, 
I don’t mean just the liquid in my drink. I mean all of it. Cup, straw, 
the whole shebang. 

YOU Brought homemade guacamole to the party, but left your 
social skills at home. 


ME Tried to be civil to you, but you were just too annoying. The 
Minneapolis thing really did it in. If you don’t like where you live, move. 

YOU Pretended you were a rock star, but just because it says so 
on the energy drink in your hand doesn’t mean it’s true. 

ME Wondering why I’m giving you this attention. 

YOU Rattled off reasons you hate Minneapolis. Granted, I asked 
you to elaborate on why, but your opinions lost credibility when you 
entered a room full of strangers screaming “Holy F***ing S***! I 
just got ! It was so hot! I mean, I just got u 
(Blanks stand for wildly-inappropriate, sexual, and egotistical phras- 
es, or otherwise-shocking remarks made in a desperate attempt for 
attention and/or further validation that you’re an expert orator.) 

ME Wanted to dig my car keys into my eyes and ears. The act 
would have been less painful than listening to you brag about how 
much money your family has. 

YOU Have a lot of money, but can’t afford to move away? 

ME Just threw up in my mouth a little after reliving this. 

YOU Did not make good guacamole. O 


SUNDAY 


$ 5 BLOODY 
MARY BAR 
11am-3pm 


y 
d 


x na penter | www.burgermoes:con 
eL | saint Paul, MIN 55102 |6519222.3100 


Supportive 
Counseling. 


Affirming 
Clinicians! 

PRISM is an outpatient 
mental health clinic 
serving the GLBTQA 
(Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Questioning, 
and Ally) community. 


Specialties: sexual compulsivity, 
body image issues, trauma, 

adolescent coming out, recovery 
issues, grief and loss, and more. 


Psychiatry services 
now available! 


Call: 952-353-5931 to set 
up an appointment. 


Location: PRISM is located in 
the Uptown area of Minneapolis 
at 2110 Lyndale Avenue South. 
Some insurance accepted. 

Call for details. 


PRISM is an affiliate program of PRIDE Institute. £ 


APRISMÅ Ẹ 
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Wicker Picnic Hamper 

$349.95 © Williams-Sonoma.com 

A well-stocked picnic hamper for fine dining on the go. Constructed of 
willow with courduroy lining, this set includes hand-blown glasses, a 
wine duffle, dining pieces for four, cheese service, thermal mugs, and a 
comfy fleece blanket. 


Before the era of the drive-thru, wayside stops served a basic 
need. Signs pointing out picnic spots (with restrooms!) dotted the 
highways. They invited families to their grassy parks with barbe- 
cues and benches. Sit, enjoy a meal, stretch your legs, and throw oe SS 
the ball. Road trips became more bearable with a half-hour out of ° 
the car and a tasty sandwich from a picnic basket. Wayside stops 
still exist, often framing fantastic views, awaiting your arrival on 
your next road adventure. 


Equipment is crucial. We’ve all envied Dorothy’s gingham- 
lined wicker basket. These things are still available, and quite read- 
ily if you know where to look. Here are some of our options: 


e Hamper The ultimate in al fresco accessories, it is more of a Kady Sarah Churchill's Matar Piewic Set 
t $12,500 * M.S. Rau Antiques, New Orleans 


portable kitchen. It allows you the opportunity to carry a full meal The ultimate in picnic nostalgia with pedigree. From our favorite antique 
and eyen cook on the go. haunt in the South, this case was a presentation piece outfitted for 
nobility. A 1950s mod-green-and-cream color scheme accents this 

pristine service for six. 


e Picnic Case Easy to carry, and perfect for a light meal, it can @ 
accommodate the fixings for up to six people. 


e Backpack Light and portable, it is a hiker’s dream. Serves (J 
two to four people. 
Toluca Cooler Tote for Two 
ý Š n š $45 © Patina (3 metro locations) 
e Basket The classic accessory, it comes in many forms. Think e A great bag from grocery store to 
. picnic spot. Easy-clean polyester 
ease of use and multiple uses. canvas construction is also durable 


for years of use. 


Weight also must be considered. Will you be walking some dis- 
tance from the parking area to your destination? I love sterling sil- 
ver and bone china outdoors, but I don’t want to carry it for miles. 
Many picnic containers come with a bottle chiller and wine keys, so 
don’t forget the Côtes du Rhône Chardonnay. 


A menu must be created with two key things in mind: prepara- 
tion and spoilage. A little mayo is OK as long as it’s kept ice cold. Try 
including packets instead. Preparing all your foods ahead of your ad- 
venture will make dining much easier. Messy foods take away from 
the fun. The exception to that rule is watermelon, a picnic favorite. 

So, pack a basket, and find “Point B” this summer. Along the way, 
have a break, and eat a sandwich. The wayside rest faces an uncer- 
tain future. It’s a relic of the past, like the stops on Highway 100 in 
Golden Valley that once were called Lilac Way. Our favorite still exists 
at Highways 7 and 100, with a recently refurbished beehive stove and 
a connection to the Cedar Lake Trail. We hope to see you there! O 


Banana Leaf Picnic Basket 
$24.99 + Target.com 

An excellent basic basket, waiting for your outfitting. 
Wide handles make it practical to carry. 
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| LEATHER LIFE | by Steve Lenius 


Journeying loward Pride 


JUNE WILL BE HERE soon, and with it come both Twin Cities 
Pride and Minnesota Leather Pride. My usual Pride warm-up is the 
International Mr. Leather (IML) Contest year in Chicago on Memo- 
rial Day weekend. This year, however, I started thinking about Pride 
earlier than usual. 

During the Creating Change conference in February in Minneap- 
olis, I attended an all-day workshop, “Mapping Your Desire,” in which 
each participant made a map of his or her personal sexual/erotic/ 
romantic “desire journey.” We noted significant mileposts as a way 
of figuring out where next we wanted our desire journey to take us. 

My conclusion: I like where I’ve been, where I am, and where I’m 
going. I consider myself very fortunate to be able to say that. 

Then, at the recent Leather Leadership Conference in Los Ange- 
les, one of the keynote speakers noted the importance of pride as an 
antidote to shame about being different—and all that comes with it, 
including hiding, self-loathing, bullying behavior, drug and alcohol 
abuse, abusive relationships, unsafe sex, and suicide. 

The following weekend, leatherwomen (and everyone who loves 


them) proudly celebrated the 25th anniversary of the International 
Ms Leather (IMsL) Contest in San Francisco. Sara Vibes, who was 
named IMsL 2011, hopes to use the title to, in her words, “rip the veil 
off the shame surrounding sex and sexuality.” 

Now, in a few weeks it will be time for IML 2010, Tyler McCor- 
mick, to turn the title over to his successor. 

Both the IML and IMsL weekends are loud, proud parties with no 
excuses and no apologies. For members of the leather/BDSM/fetish 
community, they are celebrations of who we are and how we love. 

Every year, these events spotlight contestants from around the 
world who come to Chicago (IML) or San Francisco (IMsL) to stand 
onstage as proud leathermen and leather women. 

Each contestant has been on a path of overcoming shame about 
being different, and replacing it with pride in who he or she is. 

The chance to stand onstage, and proudly say, “This is who I am,” 
is a significant milepost on their desire journeys. At IML and IMSL, 
we celebrate their journeys toward pride, and each of our own jour- 
neys as well. O 


You're gonna 


for the 
Lavender 
Digital Edition. 


New Full Screen Mode. 


LAVENDER | 


20) 


IT’S OKAY TO... 
O a Litlle Dhil Cox 


CASINO | HOTEL | EVENT CENTER | GOLF 
888-771-0777 * OPEN 24/7 


Only 20 minutes south of Duluth « I-35 & Exit 235 * Carlton, MN 


DIGITAL EDITION. 


blackbearcasinoresort.com = Please play responsibly. 
Owned and operated by the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
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| TRAVEL | by Carla Waldemar 


QUAD CITIES, tows np LLENOS 


Each city offers unique 
attractions, plus the cuisine 
scene is outstanding. 


ITS ALL ABOUT the river in the Quad Cit- 
ies—the quartet of river towns straddling the 
Mississippi where Iowa meets Illinois. Low- 
slung barges slouch under the iron spines 
of down-to-business bridges. Wailing freight 
trains trundle along the riverbanks, while bik- 
ers and joggers pursue tracks of their own. 
Old-time paddle wheelers provide excursions, 
and double as casinos. And summertime’s 
jazz festivals percolate along its banks. 

Each Quad City town boasts its own per- 
sona. In Illinois, Rock Island rocks as the 
party port, while Moline is all about John 
Deere. In Iowa, Bettendorf is a pretty bed- 
room community bordering Davenport, the 
largest of the four, which lays claim as the 
Quad’s arts mecca. 

Davenport’s Figge Museum showcases 
modern artists, from Jackson Pollack and 
Andy Warhol to uberlowan Grant Wood. The 
Putnam traces the region’s history, from 
wildlife dioramas to artifacts like homeboy 
Bix Beiderbecke’s golden horn. The Ger- 
man American Heritage Museum tracks im- 
migration from its heyday in 1848 to those 
escaping Nazi persecution. The Bucktown 
Center houses the open-to-visit studios of 
working artists. 

The prize for quirkiness goes to the 
Palmer Mansion of 1879, built by the found- 
er of Palmer Chiropractic College (after he 
ran away from home to join the circus, and 
before he bought the first radio station west 
of the Mississippi and hired Ronald Rea- 
gan as sports reporter). It houses Palmer’s 
eccentric, more-is-not-nearly-enough col- 
lections, including bronze Buddhas aside 
a stuffed moose head; Russian Tsar Nicho- 
las II’s chess set atop furniture made from 
tree trunks by ex-convicts; a Taj Mahal tap- 
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estry partnering a Swiss clock carved with 
a life-size rabbit; and a solarium furnished 
like a Chinese bordello sporting ashtrays 
made from cats who misbehaved. Oh, and 
in the patio, the pool where Palmer’s pet 
alligator resided. 

The fifth town of the Quad Cities (math is 
not the strong suit here) is Le Claire, a vin- 
tage charmer featuring the 1850s homes of 
riverboat captains, now put to use as B&Bs; 
retail boutiques; and sweet cafés like Crane 
& Pelican, serving chicken dumplings from 
Grandma’s recipe and a killer meatloaf— 
plus martinis built of vodka from Mississippi 
River Distilling Company, its new neighbor, 
open for tours and tastings. 

Moline flaunts the famous green-and-yel- 
low of John Deere. He moved here in 1812 
to launch what’s now the world’s largest and 
most-modern combine plant. Climb aboard 
the lobby’s $378,000 model, with tires taller 
than most basketball players. It’s the star of 
a (thankfully) motorized tour of the 28-acre 
plant to watch humans and robots at work. 
Step across the road to John Deere Pavilion 
to “drive” a mighty combine, or “invent” a 
new crop via interactive displays, then shop 
for your must-have feed cap or toy tractor, 
proving the motto true: “It’s not work, it’s a 
way of life.” 

Want to check out the lifestyle of that 
fab family? Tour the Deere-Wiman Man- 
sion, built by John’s son, Charles, in 1872, 
which includes a library fitted with a pipe 
organ, along with show-offy modern conve- 
niences like electricity (since 1899) and a 
power shower with side valves for “kidney 
and liver spray.” 

Across the street stands the largest house 
in the Quad Cities, the Butterworth Man- 
sion of 1892, a more formal home built by 


Charles as his daughter’s wedding present, 
and attended by a staff of 28. The ballroom’s 
vast ceiling is covered by an 18th-Century 
Venetian painting. Beneath the window lies 
the lovely garden, inviting visitors to loll. 

Back at the pavilion, head for Gianni’s 
(Italian for John—get it?), a steak house with 
an Italian accent. 

The legendary Logomarcino family, 
however, doesn’t serve Italian in its epony- 
mous café. No need: Just try to pry yourself 
from the counter of handmade chocolates. 
But if you do, venture into the backroom, 
dressed with vintage wooden booths and 
soda fountain, to be rewarded by sandwich- 
es built on homemade rye, and sundaes 
cascading with lots of that premier choco- 
late, warm and fudgy. 

Crossing over to Rock Island, Le Figaro 
also is easy on the palate. This genteel din- 
ing room salutes classic French favorites, 
from escargot and onion soup to steak with 
Bearnaise. Then, finish the night at a mi- 
crobrewery like Davenport’s Front Street, 
where you can sip flights composed of Mis- 
sissippi Blond, a raspberry wheat beer, an 
IPA, and a molasses stout. 

Best for last: Bix, named for jazz legend 
Bix Beiderbecke, serves creative, Creole- 
centric fare as anchor of the recently-re- 
opened Blackhawk Hotel of 1915, which 
fostered bands like Guy Lombardo and Stan 
Kenton in its fabled Gold Room, elegantly re- 


stored in a palette of white, black, and pew- 
ter throughout. Or, opt for the Beiderbecke 
B&B, occupying the musician’s former 
home, with terrific river views atop the bluff. 
The annual jazz festival in his honor (one 
of many festivals in the Quad Cities) takes 
place August 4-7, so float on down. Bonus: 
All tours and museums mentioned are free. 
For information, contact the Quad Cities 
Convention & Visitors Bureau at (800) 747- 
7800, or visit <www.visitquadcities.com >. O 


QUAD CITIES GAY BARS 


Augie’s Tap 
313 20th St. 
Rock Island, IL 
(309) 788-7389 


Connections Nightclub 
822 W. 2nd St. 
Davenport, IA 
(563) 322-1121 


Mary’s On 2nd 
832 W. 2nd St. 


Davenport, IA 
(563) 884-8014 


Obs ao 
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Your stories. Our setting. 


WISCONSIN 


You 


DoorCounty.com | 800.527.3529 | Q 
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Your Opinion Counts! 
LAVENDER’ Reader Survey 


Online & Mobile 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/SURVEY 


| SPORTS | by Brian Cheese 


[ BOWLING ] 


Another bowling season has come and 
gone, but one of the local leagues capped 
off their season with the 26th-annual Paul 
Bunyan Invitational, April 21-24. This 
popular tournament attracts nearly 200 
bowlers to the Twin Cities every spring for 

a fun weekend of competition, parties and 
mixers, and a little mayhem. Hosted by the 
Town House bar and the Millennium Hotel, 
organizers put on quite an impressive event, 
with tons of perks for bowlers and fans, 
including hundreds of dollars in raffle prizes, 
a hospitality suite at the Millennium with free 
drinks, and use of a state-of-the-art facility for 
tournament play itself. 

The bowlers are a group of all ages and 
backgrounds. I had a few opportunities to 
bowl on a Wednesday night team a while 
back, and hung out with the Friday night 
guys recently. The great thing about bowling 
is the friendly competition. The scene is laid- 
back, and everyone has a fun time. Plus, you 
get to eat and drink while you play! 

As we move into the mood for outdoor 
sporting adventure, keep the bowling 
leagues in mind for the fall. They always are 
looking for more bowlers, and all skill levels 
are welcome. Leagues typically bowl Wednes- 
days and Fridays. 


[ TWIN CITIES JACKS ] 


Outdoor sports are swinging into full gear now that the snow has disappeared. 
Building on their sixth-place standing at the Gay Games in Cologne last year, the Twin Cities Jacks 
soccer club, a competitive men’s organization, is prepping for another major tournament in July. 

The Jacks (short for Lumberjacks) started as The Crush in 2007. They have come a long way 
since then, having competed in two major tournaments. 

This summer, The Jacks are sending eight players to Vancouver for the OutGames tourna- 
ment, the International Gay and Lesbian Association’s North America Cup. The Jacks are part- 
nering with a team from Texas, the Austin Gold Stars, to form a single team for the competition, 
which will be held July 25-31. 

The Jacks are looking for your support, and for a few good players. They welcome all GLBT 
and allied players to join them, regardless of skill level. 

Club runner Andy Birkey says, “We have a couple of different levels of play. We field the Jacks, 
which is a competitive men’s team that generally competes in international tournaments. We also 


5 n X E k The Jacks in Cologne, Germany, at the Gay Games last year. 
have coed teams in local leagues, including City Sports Connection, throughout the year. We also Photo Courtesy of Twin Cities Jacks 


have ‘pickup’ soccer on Tuesday evenings at Nokomis Park in South Minneapolis. Those are op- 
portunities for anyone to play, even if they've never touched a soccer ball.” 
For more information, visit <www.twww.tcjacks.com>, or check them out on Facebook. O 
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FIRST THURSDAY/OUT AT THE MOVIES 
SHOWPLACE ICON 


April 7 
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LAVENDER LENS | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


RAINBOW FAMILIES CONFERENCE 
ANWATIN/BRYN MAWR SCHOOLS 


April 9 
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Want to WIN 
an easy $100? 


Help get a thousand more people to 'Like’ Lavender Magazine's 
Facebook page and one lucky 'Like’-er will walk away $100 richer! 
Share our page on Facebook and tell all your friends. 

You might just be our lucky $100 winner! 


| LOVE MY: 


W| Lungs 
E Heart 


Liver 


The decision to quit smoking says a lot. Contact QUITPLAN® Services today for all the free 
help you need to quit smoking, including a free personalized plan and professional counseling. 
Call 1-888-354-PLAN or visit quitplan.com. 


—> 
QUITPLAN 
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BINGO-A-GOGO 
April 9 
Hyatt Regency Minneapolis 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 


disilvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes è Payroll èe Accounting 


John Silvernale 
612-280-5463 


info@silvernaleaccounting.com 
www.silvernaleaccounting.com 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Professionals 


ATTORNEYS 


Bohn&Associates 


Over 20 Years of 
disability claim experience 


We file and appeal Social Security 
disability claims 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen J. Bohn 
763-557-6525 


www.bohnandassociates.com Sa 
Social Security Disability Claim Services 


Attorney 


Criminal Defense/DUI 
Bankruptcy & Personal Injury 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


BARBERS 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Barbers 
on 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 / 


Sound advice— 
for an uncertain market. 


Advice you can trust starts with a conversation. 
Gregory Foster, Vice President-Investments 

681 East Lake Street, Wayzata, MN 55391 
952-475-9436 800-627-2463 


i greg.foster@ubs.com 


UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. 
©2010 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC. 
31.20_Ad_2.33x2_RP1028_FosG 


ubs.com/fa/gregfoster 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


x D 99-6610 
www.eclecticspalon.com 


NAKED YOGA FOR MEN 
Coaching 


Tantra 


Relax, Heal, Enjoy 


Private & Group 
EvohutionaryEros.com 


612.203.4016 


HOME SERVICES 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


Home Business Opportunity 
Couple earning 6 figure income looking for 
business partners to build successful 
home-based businesses in the 


Trust us. Worth a 20 minute look. 


612-209-6118 


WWW.COOGAN.MYSHAKLEE.COM 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
North Oaks, MN 55127 
651-633-5611 


‘Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. 
Member FINRA/SIPC 


The Tree Guy 
Expert, Experienced, Credentialed 
“Helping home & woodland owners, 


municipalities, commercial clients 
for over 30 years.” 


Certifications 

e ISA Arborist (Licensed, Insured) 

* DNR Tree Inspector 

e Forest Stewardship Contract 


Plan Preparer 
* Certified by: ws 


Services 
All The Usual Chainsaw-Related Tasks 
PLUS - Expert & Objective Consultation, 
Advice & Diagnosis. 
If the question or project involves your yard 
or woodland, IM THE EXPERT resource you need. 


Philip Klocksien 
Consulting Forester 


Let’s Talk Trees | 


651.387.4512 
Treeguyphilip@msn.com 


‘Ti 
|P 
P 


C. 


Supporting Diversity In Both 
Natural & Human Communities 
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BIG 


AY 
NEWS 


*COM 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


T 


Log on BigGay News.com 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


e 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


bey 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. 
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BUSINESS PROFILE | by Heidi Fellner 


j ÉS 


Photo Courtesy of Crystal Bright Photography 


y 
Dr. Victoria Hagstrom, MD 


ANEW AESTHETIC MEDICAL CENTER 


Midwesterners may feel a little guilty 
about wanting to look younger, but the desire 
to look good always has been a natural part 
of being human. Our society as a whole—and 
more specifically the job market—rewards 
those who look more youthful. 

Dr. Victoria Hagstrom, MD, of ANew Aes- 
thetic Medical Center, says, “There’s nothing 
new about looking for the fountain of youth. 
There have been tonics and snake oils dating 
back centuries.” 

What is new is that products and proce- 
dures actually work, and without the long 
recovery time and scarring patients experi- 
enced even 10 years ago. 

Follicular Unit Extraction, for example, 
restores a more youthful hairline and full- 
ness without the “doll hair” look that char- 
acterized hair-restoration efforts in the past, 
and without the telltale linear scar that used 
to be found in the “donor” area. 

Additionally, a new laser procedure called 
photobiostimulation can be employed to aug- 
ment natural hair growth, either complementing 
or replacing the extraction procedure entirely. 

ANew Aesthetic Medical Center per- 
forms both procedures. Its client list includes 
WCCO announcer Denny Long, as well as 
patients from all over the country. 

ANew assists patients who want more 
youthfullooking skin and facial contours. 
But not everyone wants the world to know 
they’ve had something aggressive done when 
it comes to their face. Here, a lighter but ef 
fective touch can make all the difference be- 


tween looking fake and looking like a more- 
radiant, more-dynamic version of yourself. 

Hagstrom declares, “That is my whole 
goal. I want you to come in, and have nobody 
ask you what you did. I want you to hear 
things like: ‘Wow you look great! Did you get 
a haircut? Lose weight? Sleep really well?” 

When it comes to skin rejuvenation, 
ANew has a number of options: laser treat- 
ments, botox and fillers, chemical peels, 
microdermabrasion, and other medical skin 
care products that enhance the skin’s ap- 
pearance over time. Different treatments ad- 
dress different issues, of course, but another 
consideration is recovery time. 

Hagstrom explains, “In general, the more 
aggressive the approach, the faster you want 
the change, the more recovery time. But most 
people can heal up and have improvement 
within one week. We use specialized camou- 
flage posttreatment regimens that help people 
get back into their lives a little bit faster.” 

ANew also provides less-invasive body- 
contouring procedures. 

Initial consultations for any procedure 
are free. For out-of-town hair restoration pa- 
tients, Hagstrom often can do an evaluation 
using photos. 

Located in the skyway, ANew offers valet 
parking. O 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center 
120 S. 6th St., No. 175 

(612) 208-0741 
www.anewmedicalcenter.com 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


p : : 
Done in a Day. Beautiful for Life. 
Besides granite, we also offer gorgeous recycled glass, 
tile for backsplash, sinks, faucets, mirror surrounds, 
and cabinet hardware to upgrade your kitchen or bath! 


GRANITE 


transformations 


NO DEMOLITION | ONE DAY INSTALLATION 
*STAIN *HEAT *SCRATCH * BACTERIA RESISTANT 


Call for a FREE-in home design consultation & estimate 
Visit our showroom at 575 Shoreview Park Road, Shoreview 


651-777-7600 
www.granitetransformations.com 


RESTORATION ¢ RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE ¢ REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM + CONCRETE * DECKS « PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Yom Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
” SOSHOMECARENIN.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


Siding 
Roofing ° Windows « Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available ¢ Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor + MN License #20384780 


) 642-7 24-4 OBOE 1914 
= PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


! Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


' Emergency Service Available 
I 


i WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
1 3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 
! Licensed, Bonded & Insured_ _ LICENSE #M1764#M359 


Visit www.castlebri.com or call us at 651-699-4164 or 612-789-8509 


MN License #5657 


Hours 
o M,T,TH,F 9am - 6pm 
> Wednesday 9am - 8pm 
4 v \ Saturday 10am - 3pm 
= è ast e Sunday Closed 
} jer 
ere A 


~ 


Building & Remodeling 


- Free Kitchen & Bath Design 
- Monthly Education Classes - Check Website 
- Staffed Design Selection Studios at: 
1) 2600 Johnson St. NE 2) 362 Snelling Ave. S 
Mpls, MN 55418 St. Paul, MN 55105 


Remodeling Flooring Design Services Kitchen & Bath Handyman Services 


A = Z ELECTRIC 


E We'll,do (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service + Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


612-205-5618 


èe carpentry & remodeling 
è painting & repairs 
e other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Win Heating and Air 


t Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 
Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 
Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


ae |} 
D ač 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Aristi É i Passionate about 
andsca DER Lan Seapine: 
Designing & Installing Beautiful Landscapes Since 1998. 
Christopher A. Baker ° 612-366-5444 
ArtisticLandscapes.biz 


MATT'S 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


“Weil go OUT on a limb for you.” 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming ¢ Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
24 yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


HOUSE CLEANING 


GREEK AS A 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services 

The best clean with greent LE 

All o8 our products are non-toxic é biodegradable. 

Insured and bonded! 

Call Today! (651) 895-3322 ° MAEAEA N E 
i 


wah LAMAMA A \ lid a 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


LavenderMagazine.com | 57 


| CONSIDER THE SOURCE | by Julie Dafydd 


Tea Party 


WITH THE LUSTY month of May here, it’s the season once again 
for afternoon garden tea parties. 

I’m excited to throw my own tea party, and I’m sure everyone 
who came to my recent body-piercing fest, at least everyone whose 
wounds have healed, and who aren’t participating in the class-action 
lawsuit, will be happy to join me. OK, so it'll be me; my friend, Jeff; 
the dog; and loony Aunt (You Know I Was Once A Showgirl) Ebba. 

Being the self-proclaimed “Queen of Tea,” I must emphasize that 
proper tea etiquette dictates guests be handed their tea-filled cups us- 
ing a “serviette,” not a common napkin. Napkins are for formal family 
gatherings, so Gramps can wrap his uppers in something besides his 
one good sock. 

Of course, the bottom of your T-shirt is for picnics. 

There are many other tea etiquette rules. For example, you must 
never, ever fill a cup more than halfway. Guests who consume too 
much of the caffeine-laden tea have been known to behave bizarrely, 
and actually ask for seconds of the cucumber finger sandwiches. 

When pouring tea, ask guests if they would like cream. But do not 
actually use cream—only milk. This practice dates back to Queen 


Victoria, who mistakenly put cream in a guest’s tea. It curdled, and 
the guest proceeded to place a Big Ear/Bad Marriage curse on all 
future royals. 

If a guest requests a sugar cube, the proper response is not, 
“Geez, we used to drop LSD on sugar cubes in the ’60s,” but rather, 
“One lump or two?” Otherwise, you run the risk of having a guest 
slap you silly with a cute little white glove. 

Which brings us to the topic of dress. Along with gloves, recom- 
mended tea-party attire includes classic Chanel knit suits, pearls, 
bow-trimmed Ferragamo flats, and veiled hats. 

Good idea. A disguise. 

Of course, all my gay male friends already have a fabu tea party 
wardrobe in their closets. 

Now, just between us, if you truly wish to have a tea party worth 
remembering—just replace the tea with bong water. 

Well (shrug), consider the source here, but a good time will be 
had by all. 

Bye for now. 

Kiss, kiss. 


iye locations 
Serve You! 


Downtown St. Paul Skyway 651-628-4444 
Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
West St. Paul 651-450-6666 
New Brighton 651-636-3434 
Rogers 763-515-6065 


Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
www.spectacleshoppe.biz 


58 | LAVENDER | MAY 5-18, 2011 


THE FRO 


WITH WANDA, 


RUM 


LISO0M 


WANDALTISOUM.COM 
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INSURANCE PSYCHOTHERAPY 


REAL ESTATE 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


www.jamesistolz.com 


James Stolz, MSW, LICSW 


- ; oP, Individual Psychotherapy 
Auto Home SEE» 
2736 Hennepin Ave South Minneapolis 4 f 
612.799.3696 A 


Life Financial 


Kelly H. Clark 
(612) 729-1509 
HamiltonClarkGroup.com 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Thomas P. Carrillo PH.D., PA. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Individual & Couples Therapy 


400 S. 4th St. #854, Minneapolis 6 122.288.5000 
1600 University Ave. W., #505, St. Paul 651.645.0980 


Evening appointments, most major insurance accepted, and major credit cards accepted. 


Pee 
Co Heteroflexible Therapy, Ltd. 


Self Service 


Dog Wash & Dog Spa 


Located at the shopá al ercebsíior and ‘grand 
in St Louis Park 
3730 Grand Way, St Louis Park, MN 55416 
952-657-5300 


Individual and Couple Therapy 
Relapse Prevention 
Grief and Trauma Resolution 


CONNIE STUDER, M.A, LMFT 
612.275.1657 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


www.heteroflexibletherapy.com 


Free 30-minute consultation 


i 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist Tom Glaser, MS 
Mindful Intentional Living Licensed Psychologist 
612-240-4289 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted 
Visa/ Mastercard Accepted 


- www.tomglaserlp.com 


Lake Pointe Centre 
3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 


Minneapolis, MN 55416 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


Plays well with 
Others Buyers! 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist” 


MANIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep i the city or Out iu the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


MALINDA 


BURNET LAUNERT a 


MarilupEarinela 


xperience, Serious Resuts. 
612-644-0451 


MarilynFarinella.com 


aubrich Homes 


612-298-5400 
WWW. BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


You can now 
see the 


online 


DIGITAL EDITION. e 
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| DATELAND | by Jennifer Parello 


The Annulment 


A COUPLE OF strange things happened 
recently: (1) I was asked to discuss my sex 
life while buying a new car; and (2) My ex- 
husband asked me for an annulment. 

Let’s start with the car. Last week, I trad- 
ed in my Subaru Outback for the 40-miles- 
per-gallon Ford Fiesta, because (1) I believe 
in America; (2) I believe in saving the envi- 
ronment; and (3) I believe in parties...errr, 
hence, Ford Fiesta. 

I bought the car at the small dealership in 
a small town where my girlfriend and I take 
our cars to be serviced. So, everyone at the 
dealership and in town knows us, and knows 
that we’re “deviants” (their word, not mine). 

Frankly, I’d like it if we were a touch more 
deviant—something I plan to work on with 
my girlfriend this weekend. 

As the sales guy and I were going over 
the paperwork, he suddenly looked up, and 
said, “I’ve got a question to ask you: My wife 
left me for another woman. Why?” 

“Probably because your penis is too 
small,” I said, hoping a joke would nip this 
conversation in the bud, and we could go 
back to letting him screw me over on the car 
negotiations. 

Instead, his eyes flew open wide, and he 
said, “Oh, that wasn’t it. She loved sex with 


me. That’s why I don’t get it.” 

I sighed, knowing I wasn’t getting out of 
there without talking about my own sex life. I 
started by explaining the Kinsey scale of sexual- 
ity, and how some people are closer to the cen- 
ter than others, thus attracted to both sexes. 

“What about you and your girlfriend?” he 
asked, leaning closer. “Are you into guys?” 

I sighed again. No matter what the con- 
versation is, straight guys always manage to 
bring it around to whether the lesbian wants 
to sleep with them. 

In fact, the only straight guy who didn’t 
ask me this question was my former hus- 
band. And he should have. 

I got married in my 20s. I shouldn’t have 
done it. I knew when I got married that I pre- 
ferred women to men, but kind of forgot to 
mention it to my husband. 

He was a great guy, and didn’t deserve it. 
I was a cad, and still am ashamed about it. 

The only good thing I did in that mar- 
riage was to get out of it quickly, so that he 
could get on with his life. And he did. He got 
married a year after our divorce. 

I hadn’t heard from him in 15 years, until 
last week, when I received an e-mail asking 
for an annulment. Because I’m not Catholic, 
I know very little about this strange prac- 


tice, only that you need grounds for one, un- 
less you're a Kennedy. My ex-husband had 
grounds in spades. 

My guess is that the Catholic Church, 
no great lover of gays, quickly would stamp 
its approval on the annulment as soon as it 
learned I was gay. 

But here’s the uncomfortable part: My 
ex couldn’t bring himself to ask me for 
grounds. He hemmed and hawed (weirdly, 
it’s possible to do so via e-mail), and danced 
around the subject. 

I knew he easily could find the evidence 
he needed on the Internet. I write a syndi- 
cated column on being gay. I wrote a book 
about being gay. I chat about my sex life with 
weirdo car salesmen. 

But after 15 years, I still couldn’t bring 
myself to discuss it with my ex. 

I sent him the information he requested. 
He'll get his annulment, and our marriage then 
will vanish from the spiritual record—some- 
thing I’ve been trying to do for almost two de- 
cades, but was too cowardly to deal with. 

I never thought ld say this, but here 
goes: Thanks, Catholic Church! O 


Hey! I wrote a book. You can buy Dateland on 
Amazon. 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


UN AMIGO MO 
ESTABA HACIENDO 
PIG ove 


A friend of mine had to pee... 


EN UN PANTANO 
DE FLORIDA Y--- , 
{ZAG/ UN Eo€odriLe 


LE COMIC £L PHO. 


In a swamp in Florida and... 


ZAP! A crocodile ate his tail. 
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por RODRO 


AHORA HACE PIS 
SENTADO Y EN 
ARKANSAS, 


Now he has to sit down and pee, in Arkansas. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION HELP WANTED HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE 
“Gal VVay 


MINNESOTA 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in Uptown. 
Upfront pricing. Book online. Evening & 
weekends available. Non-metered parking. 
www.GetLazedMN.com. [612] 627-9999. 
hairy(agetlazedmn.com. 2920 Bryant Ave 
South. 


EMPL! EN 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Are you passionate 
about advertising? 
Do you have a track 
record of success? 


Work as a 
print and/or online 
Advertising Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing 
and events. 


You should possess 


strong sales skills, 

be self-motivated, 
energetic, goal-oriented, 
organized, responsible, 

and able to work 

as part of a team. 


Make your dream a reality. 


Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


No phone calls please. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


PARTNER WITH YOUR PARTNER - 
Open a Entrust Self Directed IRA and 
invest with your partner in alternative 
retirement investments like real estate or 
a business. Entrust Midwest Self Directed 
IRA Administrator. (763) 559- 5363. tgrilla 
theentrustgroup.com. 


ClearWay Minnesota Seeks Board Candidates 


ClearWay Minnesota is seeking candidates for its Board of Directors. The ClearWay Minnesota Board oversees 
operations of an independent, non-profit organization. ClearWay Minnesota’s vision is to eliminate the harm 


tobacco causes the people of Minnesota. ClearWay Minnesota’s strategies include grants, individual cessation 


services, research and community outreach. 


Board terms are three years. Board Members serve without compensation. Please submit applications and 
resume to Amy Henderson at ClearWay Minnesota by May 20. 


Qualified candidates must have: 
+ Expertise in areas related to Board governance 


+ No affiliation with ClearWay Minnesota grantees or contractors 
e No affiliation with the tobacco industry or related trade associations within the last 10 years 


For an application, call (952) 767-1438 or email ahenderson@clearwaymn.org 


FREE ARTS MINNESOTA: Looking for 
volunteers to work with abused, neglected, 
at-risk children using art and mentorship. 
Time commitment of 1.5 hours weekly. 
More information, Hannah, (612) 824-2787. 
www.freeartsminnesota.org. 


COTTAGE HOUSE « An Occasional Market 
e Next sale: GARDEN FEVER! MAY 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22 Wed. 1-8 pm. Thr-Fri 
10am-7pm. Sat-Sun 10am-6pm. ° 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING - 


Interior/ 
exterior. | strive to have a positive, working 
relationship with my customers. Plus, | 
am a genuinely nice person to work with. 


References available. Licenced/insured. 
Tom Marron, (651) 230-1272 


Excellent Painting. Highest-quality painting 
service. Authentic, friendly, Professional. 
Twenty-five years experience. Licensed. 
Insured. Absolute satisfaction guaranteed! 
Twin Cities Metro, 612-605-3536, www. 
Excellent-Painting.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules. _ tliddellcleaningfdyahoo.com. 
Call Terry: (612) 834-4887. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Specialists in Women's Issues for almost 
20 years. Self esteem, uncoupling, 
communication issues, depression, grief/ 
loss, family/ job stress, codependency, 
coming out, and more. Insurance/ 
sliding fee scale. (612) 275-2653, www. 
thegatecounseling.com. 


OWEN KONECNIK, MA, MSW, LICSW, 


Psychotherapist: Individual and 
couples counseling. Confidential, non- 
judgmental, affirming. Credit cards 


accepted. Free phone consultation. Lake 
& Lyndale location. (612) 558-6094. www. 
counselorminneapolis.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Diana Snyder, LICSW Psychodynamic and 
Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ years. 
Individual and Family. Specializing in: 


anxiety, depression, relationships, self 
esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 


Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 
relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
(612) 874-6442. irenegreenefearthlink. 
net. 


REAL ESTATE 


To reserve your Spave 
in the Classifieds please 
contact 


Suzanne Farrell 
(612) 436-4699 


Edina Realty.. = 


SPA SERVICES 


THE SPA by PetertGlaser(ayahoo.com. 
2736 Hennepin, UPTOWN. 612.986.4929 
Catering to the Beauty Rituals for all Men 
and Women. Handcrafted Natural Facials. 
Body and Brazilian Waxing and Trimming. 
Manicures. Pedicures. Massage. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time... 
get unbelievably pampered and have lots 
of fun with a hot, talented masseur! These 
sessions are very unique, extremely 
erotic, totally uninhibited, and smokin’ 
hot!!! Call for details (no pressure to hire] 
- you're gonna love this! Kevin, (612) 229- 
0001. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323 


Treat yourself to a complete relaxation. 
Trained by the Aveda Institute. Over five 
years in practice. Emanual Tekle, CMT (612) 
396-8912, www.MassageFitnessMpls.com. 


FULL BODY DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE. 
Relax & Unwind from Head to Toe. Private 
S. Mpls Studio. Music, Candles, Jacuzzi, 
Full Bath. In/Out Calls. 7 days. 10am - 
10pm. (612) 388-8993. Keith. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219-6743. 
7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 
5'10, 167#, 32 waist. 


BLENDED BODYWORK. Massage alone 
or combined with Chiropractic Alignment. 
Starting at $60/hour. Seniors 65+ = 20% 
discount. (612) 827-1793. 


GOT ME? I'll do your body good. Swedish, 
Deep Tissue, Shiatsu & Thai. California 
trained and certified. Call anytime. Kurt: 
(612) 338-3329. 
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Community Connection brings vis- 
ibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 


profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food Shelf 
and Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door Services 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide referral 
service to connect with HIV information and 
resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human History. 
Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
“Let us entertain you!” 

Zeitgeist Arts Building 

2 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 Café 

(218) 722-7300 Cinema 

(218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Online High School 

Small statewide, public online high school 
open to any Minnesota resident in grades 
9 through 12. 

1313 5th St. SE, Ste. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 764-8166 


www.mnohs.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 

Healthy Me. Healthy Community. Serving 
men, women and families. Fitness locations 
in Downtown, Midtown, Uptown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0501 


www.ywcampls.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
SS 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 


If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434.9736 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. RHI is 
the lead agency for the MN Tobacco-ree 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment (S.H.E.) 
Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual health 
services for female-bodied, queer-identified 
individuals provided on a sliding fee scale. 
33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 


www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


HISTORICAL 


Minnesota History Center 

History comes to life with permanent and 
changing exhibits, concerts, lectures, family 
days and other special events. Featuring 
Cafe Minnesota, museum shops and the 
Minnesota Historical Society Library. 

345 Kellogg Blvd W. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 259-3000 


www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 


Historic Fort Snelling 

Experience life at a U.S. outpost on the 
bluffs of the Minnesota and Mississippi 
Rivers. 

200 Tower Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(612) 726-1171 


www.historicfortsnelling.org 


James J. Hill House 

Marvel at the 19th-century opulence and 
grandeur of Summit Avenue’s most stately 
mansion. 

240 Summit Ave 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 297-2555 


www.mnhs.org/hillhouse 


Minnesota State Capitol 

Discover the architectural masterpiece by 
Cass Gilbert and the home of Minnesota's 
state government. 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 296-2881 


www.mnhs.org/statecapitol 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the award-winning student-run 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, mustdo museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 
http://www.smm.org/tut 


Mill City Museum 

Raw power, dramatic views and hands-on 
fun propels you through this architecturally 
stunning riverfront landmark. 

704 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-7555 


www.millcitymuseum.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of our 
time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous audiences. 
See individual ads for venue 

(612) 991-8729 


www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 


www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals that illuminate the broad 
American experience, 

celebrating local legends, rock 

icons, and everyday people. 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing artists 
and new work while sparking conversation 
about challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www..illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing contemporary 
and classic works in an intimate setting in the 
lynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human Experience” - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents innovative, 
high quality orchestral performances. 
P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 

www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of Minnesota 
A legacy of presenting diverse world-class 
dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh PI. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art of musical 
theater under the artistic direction of Peter 
Rohstein. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America’s most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota Theatre Arts 
and Dance 

Educating artists and audiences through a 
diverse mix of performances on both land 

and water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 
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POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, mobilizes 
grassroots action, invests strategically to elect 
fair-minded individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.mnlogcabin.org 

OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, education and 
training, and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

The radically inclusive GLBTQ community 
of faith. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


WWwW.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 

Size isn't everything. Connections and 
intimacy of a small church in a majestic 
space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
o inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God’s YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin’s 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service, and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.haumc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
>C 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(l-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach of 
St. Paul-Reformation Church to the GLBTQA 
Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Wesley Church 

Offering hope and encouragement to all 
people. An embracing congregation. Greg 
Renstrom, Minister. 


101 E. Grant St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
Office: (612) 871-3585 
Pastor: (612) 886-2863 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, MN 

(651) 647-0440 


changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
(TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 


University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 

Dedicated to improving campus climate by 
developing and supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and sexuality. 
46 Appleby Hall 

128 Pleasant St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-0537 


www.glbta.umn.edu 


outloud! PRESENTS 
SEA 


OVE 


SINGING OF THE LOVE THAT DARE NOT SPEAK 


E 


TRAVEL 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
www.doorcounty.com 

Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 


www.visitdecorah.com 


ZOOS 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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| MS. BEHAVIOR | by Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms Behavior: 

I’m dating anew woman, Jane, who seems 
dogmatic. A lefty organizer, she believes that 
politics and peace are her religion. That’s 
fine with me. I certainly have put in my years 
of working for the movement. 

On our fourth date, we had a pretty un- 
pleasant argument over idealism and war, in 
which I found her to be incredibly rigid. We 
haven’t kissed yet, or even held hands. I like 
her, but I probably don’t like her overly radi- 
cal politics enough to get very serious. 

Nonetheless, I feel vaguely compelled to 
call her, and talk about what our political dif- 
ferences mean. In other words, we’ve yet re- 
ally to have a conversation about us. 

Should I not call her if I’m not serious? 

We might be able to pull our relationship 
back into a positive light if she has a sense 


that she’s completely off-putting in these 
“light” political debates. 

Once, Jane told me that she felt like her 
politics kept her from getting involved with 
people. Maybe she'll be insightful, and we 
can have a fifth date. 

What do you think? Should I give her a 
second chance? 

—JO-JO 


Dear Jo-Jo: 

If you and Jane can agree on a light 
comedy and Vietnamese food for your fifth 
date, you probably don’t have to agree on a 
political platform as well. Unless, of course, 
you're the type of woman who only wants to 
date if it will “lead to something,” and Ms. 
Behavior doesn’t mean a revolution. 

Ideally, dating is a process of getting to 


know another person, not necessarily trying 
to figure out exactly where her furniture and 
politics will fit in with yours. 

If you’re worried about misleading Jane, 
based on your discomfort that your social 
or political views don’t jive, you can talk 
about it. 

Continued dating would be deceitful only 
if you pretended to want more than you real- 
ly do, or to like her more than you really do. 

But if your mild hope for a relationship 
with Jane is dependent on her sudden in- 
sight that she’s “off-putting,” you probably 
will be disappointed. 

A momentary realization or even a deep- 
er acknowledgement of a particular trait 
does not mean an investment in becoming a 
different person. It’s unlikely she'll change. 

If, on the other hand, you can wrap your 


Your Opinion Counts! 
LAVENDER’ Reader Survey 
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mind around a lighter sort of interaction (sex 
for sport, for example), you still might have 
a good time. 

In fact, if you could arrange to disentangle 
yourself from further romantic involvement 
after, say, the eighth date, it might be fun to 
have sex with a Marxist. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My ex-lover, Jake-the-Bisexual, is mar- 
ried now. His wife, Miranda, is a controlling 
bitch who always is trying to ruin our friend- 
ship, and interfere with the business Jake 
and I run together. We own an antique store, 
which I run. He is a silent partner. 

I’m forced to deal with Miranda’s mettle- 
some, undermining behavior. Half the time, 
Jake and I get along fine, because we agree 
that she’s horrible, but every once in a 


while, he tries too hard to please her, and 
acts like a pussy-whipped jerk who is in love 
with her. I can’t bear it when he even consid- 
ers her opinion. 

Jake tells me that I’m a misogynist, and 
that I should shut my mouth. 

Don’t I have a right to ask that the bitch 
not come shopping for antiques in our store? 

I don’t think I should have to put up with 
her. We’ve decided to let you decide. 

—SICK OF IT 


Dear Sick Of It: 

You do sound like a misogynist, and a bit- 
ter one at that. 

No one says you have to welcome Miran- 
da, but calling her “the bitch” will not help 
improve this cozy little triangle. 

If your attachment to Jake is contingent 


on your agreement that his wife is horrible, 
you're not much of a friend, either. 

Miranda should shop for antiques on your 
day off (or on eBay). And you should think 
about buying Jake out of the business (or 
vice versa), to preserve what’s left of your 
friendship. 

If you find this suggestion to be imme- 
diately objectionable, it’s probably because 
you're invested in continuing the drama, as a 
way of staying connected to Jake. 

And, oh, yeah, you probably should get a 
therapist. Try to find a female one, so that 
you can deal directly with your dislike of 
women. O 


© 2011 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspondence to 
<msbehavior(daol.com>. She is the author of Do What | Say: Ms. 
Behavior’s Guide to Gay and Lesbian Etiquette [Houghton Mif- 
flin). Signed copies are available directly from the author. 


HOOK FAST 


952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 


612.465.7255 


St. Paul 
651.305.2737 


USE FREE 
CODE 5374 


For other local numbers call: 


1-888-MegaMates’ 


1-888-634-2628 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2011 PC LLC 
*Most Features Free. Some Fees Apply. 


MegaMatesMen.com 


st. paul 651.204.2211 
{ brooklyn park 763.432.8080 i 


bloomington 952.818.8080 | 
other cities 1.877.510.3344 


aMANLine® 


Now powered by HARDLINE 


LavenderMagazine.com | 65 


| THROUGH THESE EYES | by Justin Jones 


The Day | Died 


His grandmother’s voice echoes as pictures devastate a 20-year-old man. 


I’m 20 years old when I see the pictures 
that end my life. 

It’s 101 degrees outside—morbidly humid. 
I hear my grandmother’s voice warning me 
about the heat. 

PICTURE Him. My him. With someone 
else. Another boy. A younger boy. 

‘Justin, you remember to put shoes on if 
you go outside, you hear?” my grandmother 
would say if she were here, it’s so hot. 

PICTURE His boat. He has his arm 
around the boy. They’re smiling. 

“I don’t want to hear you crying about 
scalding your feet if you go out there with 
no good sense to put on shoes, you hear?” 
my grandmother’s Southern twang echoes. 

PICTURE His apartment. The boy is sit- 
ting on the couch where I lay with My Him, 
where we cuddle; where he tells me he loves 
me, and that I’m beautiful; where we make 
love; where I dream of being with him forever. 

I’m 20 years old when life as I know it 
comes to an end. 

PICTURE My first love, the man who 
promised never to break my heart, with an- 
other boy. 

I’m on my bed, my laptop burning my 
thighs, Facebook burning my heart. 

My vision blinds, and my ears sting. My 
whole body moves with the beating of my 
heart. My stomach knots with an anxiety I 
haven’t felt since Mom died. 

Suddenly, I’m choking. My lungs can’t fill 
with enough oxygen. My room is shrinking. 
I have to leave my room, or I will die here. 

Irun out of my bedroom, out of my apart- 
ment, gasping for air. Snot runs down my 
face, and the tears explode. 


My bare feet hit the searing hot sidewalk 
outside my apartment, sending blistering 
pain through my soles and up into my an- 
kles, but I don’t care. I need to be outside. I 
have to be outside. 

I run barefoot around my apartment com- 
plex once, twice, three times. I count the num- 
ber of strides I take. I don’t know why. I just 
have to. Everything I’m doing is a must. I can’t 
stop. I have to run. I have to count. I have to 
breathe. I have to wonder if it’s all a dream. 

No. No wondering. It must be a dream. 

On lap 7 or 8, reality punches me in the 
stomach. Sudden, explosive nausea takes 
hold. I grab my abdomen, and fall to my 
knees. My knees scrape the cement. 

I vomit in the middle of the sidewalk, be- 


cause I can’t crawl to the grass in time. 

I feel lightheaded. The heat is too much. 
The adrenaline is waning, and my body 
needs to cool, but Pd rather die than reenter 
my apartment. 

I stumble into the grass and lie there. I 
stare directly into the sun, and beg it to kill me. 

“Justin, now what did I tell you about put- 
ting your shoes on?” my grandmother yells 
at me as a child when I cry because my feet 
are burned. “Lord have mercy,” she says, as 
she gives me a cool bath to make it all better. 

My life flashes in the blinding sun: I see 
him holding me after my grandmother dies. 
I see us traveling, at concerts, on the lake, 
and in his bed. I smell his cologne, and the 
sloppy joes I burned when I tried cooking for 
him. I feel his arms around me. I feel him 
kiss the back of my neck. 

I feel...blades of grass cut into my skin 
like a thousand tiny razors. 

I turn into a fetal position, and look at 
sideways apartment buildings. My heart 
isn’t beating as fast now. I just want to go to 
sleep. I never want to wake up. 

I’m 20 years old when the world takes my 
breath away, scalds my heart, cuts into my 
soul. I die emotionally on this day, a 20-year- 
old who only just has felt what being in love 
is really all about. 

That was four years ago. 

It’s amazing how much you learn in so 
short a time—like when to put your shoes 
on, or when to stand up, brush yourself off, 
and make it home for a cool bath. O 
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